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Exclusive Summarising the regulations, Andy 

By Mark Stavroulakis explained, “Under EU law, any player with 

A an EU passport can play in another member 

a two year ‘working holiday’ play- country. There are similar entitlements for 

football in England or Scotland players. from Iceland, — Norway, 
like a dream for Aussie play- Liechtenstein and Switzerland. 


ers without European Union (EU) pass- 
ports, then now it seems it returns to 
being just that; a dream. 

English based FIFA players’ agent Andy 
Sprott of Progression Sports Management 
has reacted quickly to the UK 
Government’s announcement that it has 
changed its rules for Commonwealth citi- 
zens wishing to play in Britain. 

Andy told us, “The first reported case of 
a player coming to England on a Working 
Holiday visa was Kenwyne Jones who 
joined Southampton from Trinidad & 
Tobago. The next player. know of to use 
this visa was Pedj Bojic, who I brought 
over to Northampton Town. 

“Pedj has had a great season playing in 
well over 30 games already, but if it wasn’t 
for us using the Working Holidaymaker 
scheme he would not have been able to 
come to the UK to play.” 


“If you don’t qualify through nationality, 
the only way a player will get a work per- 
mit in the UK is if he has played for his 
country in 75% or more of its competitive 
full intermational matches in the two years 
before his application, 

“If the player passes this first hurdle, 
there is a further test requiring the country 
itself to be placed in the top 70 places in 
FIFA’s world rankings over that two year 
period. 

“This excludes many talented young 
players from countries like Australia, so 
when we spotted a perfectly legal way in, 
under the old framework, we took advan- 
tage. 

The new Working Holidaymaker visa 
regulations require that employment is 
taken “incidental to a holiday”, and visa 
holders are prevented from providing ‘ser- 
vices as a professional sportsperson.” 
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UK Government Closes 
‘Football Holiday’ Loophole 


* REGISTERED BY 
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A further restriction also prevents them: 
working for more than 12 months during 
their stay. 

“Tt didn’t surprise me when the new 
restrictions were brought in as the old sys- 
tem provided something of a legal loophole 
in the Work Permit scheme. All the same, 
it will make it very difficult for those play- 
ers affected to come over now. The good 
news is that the few players like Pedj who 
were able to benefit from the old regula- 
tions will be able to see out the remainder 
of their two-year visas. In the meantime, 
who knows what changes - positive or 
otherwise - will come?” 

So, for the time being at least, players 
outside the international team thinking of 
playing in the UK should start drawing up 
their family trees in search of a link to 
Europe. 

Andy Sprott has a background in the 
legal profession and is a Players’ Agent 
Licensed by the FA in England. For further 
details of Andy and Progression Sports 
Management visit + www.progression- 
sports.com 


Predrag Bojic: The Northampton Aussie star was lucky to have gone to 
England at the start of the season before the ‘Football Holiday’ loophole 


$3.60 


GST INCLUSIVE 


ce 


was closed this week 


LIKELY SENIOR DEBUT FOR UNLUCKY LIUBO 


mer Australian under 23 

captain Ljubo Milicevic is 

the shock inclusion in a 

provisional 29-man Socceroo 

squad for the upcoming interna- 

tionals against Iraq on March 26 
and Indonesia three days later. 

The 24-year-old is in line to 
make his full international debut 
following a torrid 13 months. The 
Melbourne bom defender has 
recently returned to the pitch after 
hurting his groin while captaining 
the Olympic team against New 
Zealand in January 2004. 

Coach Frank Farina intends to 
use the entire squad with the games. 
so close to each other and is excited 
with the prospect of Milicevic’s 
senior debut. 

"actually made a trip to 
Switzerland to see him play but his 
match was called off because of 
snow and ice,” Farina said. 

"But his manager at FC Thun 
told me he is playing very well and 
I sat down with Ljubo for a long 


After a year in the 
wilderness Ljubo Milicevic 
is back in a big way after 
being called into Australia’s 
29-man squad. 


talk. He's looking very fit and 
enthusiastic, 

"He's one I've had earmarked for 
a long time, but he's had a torrid 
time with complications to his 
injury. 

"Tm looking forward to seeing 
where he's at once he comes into 
camp. He's desperate to get 


Glory), Jason Culina (FC 


Twente), Ahmad Elrich (Busan 
{cons}, Brett Emerton 
(Blackburn Rovers), Vince 
Grelin (Parma), Zeljko Kalae 
(Perugia), Steve Laybutt (KAA 
Ghent), Stan Lazaridis 
(Birmingham City), Jon 
McKain (National Bucuresti}, 


involved." The squad includes five 
players from A-League clubs: 
Sydney FC goalkeeper Clint Bolton 
and striker David  Zadrilic, 
Newcastle duo Ante Milicic and 
Jade North, as well as Perth's 
Simon Colosimo. 

‘The international return of Ned 
Zelic seems further down the track 


Ljubo Milicevic (FC Thun), 
Ante Milicic (Newcastle Jets), 
Craig Moore (Borussia 
Monchengladbach), Kevin 
Museat (Millwall), Lacas Neill 
(Blackburn Rovers), Jade North 
(Newcastle Jets}, Tony Popavic | 
(Crystal Palace), © Mark jj 
Schwarzer (Middlesbrough), 
Josip Skoko (Genclerbiriigi} 
Mile Sterjovski (Basel), Danny 
Tiatto (Leicester City), Tony 
Vidmar (Cardiff Ci ! 
Wilkshire (Bristol City), David | 
Zdrilic (Sydney PC), 


with the 33-year-old declaring him- 
self unavailable. 

The Football Federation of 
Australia has also announced a 
four-year sponsorship deal with 
Powerade. The Powerade Series 
covers four home matches (Iraq, 
Indonesia, Solomons ard the South 


BONNYRIGG WIN IN THRILLER 


Americans) and carries man of the 
match plus player of the series 
awards. 

Match Program: Australia vs 
Iraq (Telstra Stadium, 26-3-05) 
Australia vs Indonesia (Subiaco 
Oval, 29-3-05) 
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er Queensland Roar 

trialist Gabriel Mendez has 

signed for Malaysian Super 
League outfit Kedah. 

The Australia international 
midfield playmaker impressed in 
last week's 1-1 draw with 
‘Sclangor in front of over 45,000 
fans at the Shah Alam Stadium. 


wikk 


iverpool boss Rafael 

(Benitez admits he is mysti- 
fied and is becoming frustrated 
hy the injuries keeping Harry 
Kewell on the sidelines. 

Kewell was out of the 
Champion League clash with 
Bayer Leverkusen. Benitez said: 

“One day Harry is okay, and 
the next he says he is unfit," said 
the Spaniard. 

“We will talk with the doctor 
and try and look at his situation. 
We con't know exactly what the 
problem is. It changes each day. 

"One day he says it's the 
groin; then it's the ankle. Another 
day he says he can play. We need 
to find the solution to this." 

‘The 26 year old limped off in 
the Carling Cup final defeat 
against Chelsea. 


wk 


ts been a rather memorable 

year for Wigan Athletic 
goalkeeper John Filan. 

The Australian shot-stopper 
has been one of Wigan's most 
consistent players this year. 

‘The club is real close in claim- 
ing automatic promotion into 
next year’s English Premier 
‘League which will mean that yet 
another Aussie star will be 
pooled in the elite league. 

Filan, a former St George 
keeper, has been Paul Jewell’s 
find of the season and hopes that 
the Aussie will continue his form 
right until the end of the season. 


tok 


delaide United linked 

Joel Porter is said 

to be in the prime of his career 

after claiming a double strike 
for Hartlepool last weekend, 

The Australian attacker has 
been rewarded for his efforts at 
the Pool this year with a starting 
line-up berth, 

Porter has been linked with a 
move to A-League side Adelaide 
United but at this stage remains a 
question mark due to his rapid 
form in the English Second 
Division. 


kak 


| ee Dodd has finally 
claimed his clearance from 
Greek First Division side 
Panionios after both parties 
agreed to end their ties. 

The good news to come out of 
the Dodd camp was that the 
Greek club allowed Travis to 
continue on his footballing 
career without any compensa- 
tion. 

Ttis now more than likely that 
the former Parramatta Power 
midfielder will join John 
Kosmina at Adelaide United. 

One of the key reasons why 
Dodd left Greece was down to 
his young family. 

His wife had just given birth 
to their child and it was believed 
that Travis would have to have 
waited at least a year before get- 
ting a chance to see his new- 


aussiesabroad 


BY Mark Stavroulakis & Daniel Kuziow 


John Filan: His wonders under the Wigan sticks have 
made them firm favourites to gain promotion into the 
English Premier League next season 


born. 

Just goes to show that family 
must be put forward before any- 
thing else. 

Well Done Travis 


By Mark Stavroulakls 


‘mown to many as one of 
Australia’s most talented young- 
ever to come out of the 


famous Australian Institute of Sport sys- 
tem, 20-year-old midfielder Car! Valeri is 
surely making in-roads in the Italian 
game. 

What many people seem to have forgot- 
ten was that Valeri has been one of the very 
few Australians who could claim that 
they've played for Serie A giants Inter 
Milan. 

Having played a handful of games for 
Inter’s Primavera squad, the Canberra bom 
star was loaned out to Serie C1 outfit 
SPALL Calcio for more first team exposure. 

Tts been at S.P.AL. that Valeri has been 
able to obtain more experience and match 
fitness which has gained the attention of 
many on-lookers of the game in Italy. 

Known as one of the toughest leagues to 
crack in the world, Valeri by-stepped the 
now defunct National League and boarded a 
plan to Italy taking up his chance of playing 
with one of the most famous clubs in the 
world. 

Valeri was first spotted by Inter scouts 
whilst campaigning with the U17 Joeys at 
the 2000 World Cup in Trinidad & Tobago. 

Coach Ange Postecoglou regarded Valeri 
as one of the standouts during the touma- 
ment but it was there the Ttalians realised the 
potential Carl possessed. 

Following Valeri to Inter was also keeper 
‘Nathan Coe who has since moved onto the 
Dutch league with PSV Eindhoven having 
taken up the position as third string keeper. 

Tt was always going to be tough for the 
former AIS graduate to settle into the Italian 
way of life. 

"The first year for anyone away from 
home is always the hardest. It’s the biggest 
obstacle a young player will face but once 
you get over that period, the rest flows". 

Getting to training was the first huge 
obstacle Valeri had to face as the players he 
went up against were rather formidable. 
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explained that it could be time 
to move on from the 
Netherlands, 

Currently on loan from 
Feyenoord, it is believed that the 
Australian star is being courted 
by various English Premier 
League and Division 1 clubs. 

Holman is still known to be 
one of Australia’s hottest 
prospects. 


tk 


et another Australian 
player that has made the 
move to Asia, former Brisbane 
Strikers player/manager 
Stuart McLaren has been 


Malaysian Super League season. 
‘McLaren is said to be one of 
the club’s best players. 


ahh 


lentral Coast born mid- 
fielder Jaime McMaster 
Leeds United. 
‘The Australian who went on 
to represent England in the U20’s 
was snapped up last week by 


thik 
ixcelsior’s Australian strik- 
Brett Holman could be 


on the move next transfer win- 
dow after the Socceroo 


VALERI CONTINUES 
HIS ITALIAN JOB 


club Sarawak, 


Jenderata. 


"I will never forget the first time we 
played against Inter’s first team. Seeing the 
likes of Vieri, Martins, Zanetti was unbe- 
lievable, 

"I will always remember Ivan Cordoba 
welcoming me to the game after giving me 
a crunching tackle, I was sore but I guess it 
was his way of saying, ‘hello’ 

‘Two seasons went by and Valeri was a 
regular into Inter’s Primavera squad but like 
many top class European sides, a decision 
had to be made on whether the club wanted 
to retain the Australian youth international. 

"In Italy they give you two options. If 
they like you and want to see more of you 
they loan you out to their sister clubs which 
could be in the Serie B or C. 

"If you have really impressed the techni- 
cal staff then obviously a first team spot will 
be awarded." 

Valeri was given the first option, Inter 
liked what they saw in the Australian but 
needed to see him gain more match fitness 
and also identify how the youngster would 
cope in a game situation with older players. 

S.PA.L. was that team that gifted Valeri 
that chance and has since played every 
match. 

Coach Massimiliano Allegri has been 
rather impressed with Valeri’s success and 
has asked that Carl stay the whole year on 
Joan at the club, 

This has not trouble Valeri who has cer- 
tainly gained his name from the club. 

In terms of his international career, 
Socceroo coach Frank Farina has kept close 
tabs on the aspiring youngster and played a 
pivotal role in the Olyroos squad at the 
Athens 2004 Olympics. 

Only time will tell until a Socceroos spot 
is given to Carl but until then, his name is 
still being filtered around the football 
circles, 

Many Australian football lovers seemed. 
to have lost touch with various up and com- 
ing stars who made their ways overseas, 
Valeri believes its been due to the fact that 
the few Australians that have gone to Italy 
have lost that media exposure. 


working wonders at Malaysian 


‘The Scotsman was on hand to 
score one of four of Sarawak’s 
gouls in their drubbing of Perak 


McLaren was snapped up by 
close pal and current coach 
David Mitchell who finally 
recorded his first win of the 


Division 1 English side 
Chesterfield. 

Having been on Joan for quite 
a large period of the season to the 
club, Chesterfield moved to sign 
‘McMaster on a permanent basis. 

McMaster joins _ fellow 
Australian and Young Socceroos 
defender Aaron Downes. 


"I think its because Australia leans 
towards the English football scene rather 
than Ttalian that has made it a bit harder for 
players such as myself gain media attention. 

"Hopefully this will change now that we 
have stars such as Vince Grella, Marco 
Bresciano and Zeljko Kalac doing well in 
Italy". 


Carl Valeri: The Australian youth 
intemational has impressed at 


ABSW (®} 


Football Australia | World Cup on free TV 


seek Asian future 


jootball Australia are 

seeking to join the 

Asian Football 
Confederation in a switch 
from the Oceania Football 
Confederation, Japan 
Football Association vice- 
president Junji Ogura stat- 
ed last week. 

Ogura, a member of the 
executive committee of FIFA, 
football's world governing 
body, said it had received a 
request from the Australian 
federation for permission for 
it to switch to the AFC. 

According to Ogura, 


Australia are looking for 


Sydneywide Phone: 9949 5247 @ Mobile 0418 263 644. 
www.readysetgoal.com.au 


SOCCER 
WORLD CUP 


Packages now on sale 


from $5790 


Germany - June 2006 Z 
Berlin, Frankfurt or Munich 
10 Days with 3 Games // 

17 Days with 6 Games 


Also Final & Semi-Final packages 


all fans will be 
cheering this week 


list in Australia at last 


on the anti-siphoning list,” 
she said, 


wider opportunities in mar- 
Keting and build-up for their 
national team and FIFA exec- 
utives plan to discuss the 
request at a meeting in June. 
Australian coach “Frank 
Farina has said an Asian solu- 
tion was needed if the nation- 
al team was to make it into 
the World Cup finals, after 
FIFA backflipped in 2003 on 
Oceania having direct entry. 
FFA Chairman, Frank 
Lowy said, “For some time 


alous situation in a football 
sense. 

He added that, “It is 
encouraging that the three 
key football organisations, 
FIFA, AFC and OFC, have 
now progressed their deliber- 
ations on the subject.” 
Australia play Iraq, who 
are members of the AFC, in a 
friendly in Sydney on March 
26. 


after the federal gov- 
ernment did a ‘backflip to 
allow free-to-air networks 
first option to broadcast 
the 2010 World Cup Finals. 
Communications Minister 
Helen Coonan announced the 
2010 World Cup would be 
added to Australia's anti- 
siphoning list, which gives 
free-to-air networks first bite 
at rights for major sporting 
events. 
Football fans were out- 


"We have considered the 
issue again (and) we have 
decided that it would be 
appropriate to include the 
event on the list.” 

Last month, multicultural 
broadcaster SBS, renowned 
for their football coverage, 
downplayed their chances of 
scoring the TV rights for the 
2010 World Cup because of 


ATTENTION 
PLAYERS 


Have a SOLICITOR handle 
your next deal 


now, the FFA has had an raged last year when under a 

objective to join AFC. revamp of the anti-siphoning 

“Our current affiliation provisions, the World Cup 

Jeaves Australia in an anom- Finals were dropped from the 
list of sporting events. 


Senator Coonan said FIFA 
‘was expected to call later this 
year for networks to tender 
for the Asian and Oceanic 


s broadcast rights for the foot- 
Japanese Football ball championship. 
Association vice- "The government 
president Junji Ogura acknowledges that there have 
has issued a link been calls from Australian 
between Asia and football fans for the inclusion 
Football Australia of the 2010 FIFA World Cup 


Confederations Cup 


Germany—June 2005 
Per person 


Au$4990 "=" 
Join former Socceroo legend 
Doug Utjesenovic 
Depart 13th June for 11 day Supporters Tour. 
Australia y 


Germany, Argentina & Tunisia 
Includes: 


Per person 
Twin share 


Flights 
o Accommodation 

° Match tickets 

. Transfers 

° Day tours of Frankfurt 
and Nuremburg 


For further information please contact Bruce Tilt at .... 


SBD 


International Sports Tours 


Phone: (02) 9922 6166 Toll Free: 1 800 242 987 
Email: bruce@sportstours.com.au 
Visit: www.sportstours.com.au 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE = 
ROUND 15 FIXTURES 


SATURDAY 19 MARCH 


Late venue kick-off change please check Soccer NSW website www.soccernsw.com.au 


Away Team 

A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Wollongong Wolves 
Rockdale City Suns 
Sydney United 

Marconi Stallions 
Manly United FC 
Sydney Olympic 


Time 

7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm. 
7:00pm 
7:00pm. 
7:00pm 
7:00pm. 


the financial firepower of pay “DON’T BE CAUGHT OUT” 
TV group Fox Sports. 
An SBS TV. spoke 

jai the network olds the CONTACT 

rights forthe 2006 World Cup GEORGE DRACA 

Finals and would seek the 

rights for the 2010 event, OF 
ALBERT MACRI 


@ PARTNERS 


79A BATHUKST ST, 
LIVERPOOL NSW 


ve las 
Work Cup action Wi PHONE: (02) 9601 7888 
during the 2010 FAX: (02) 9601 5996 
World Cup 


aE 
PROUDLY SPONSOR 


Tigers Junior Soccer Club Inc 


‘Seeks talented & motivated Players, Coaches, Managers in all the following 
teams U6, U7, U8, U9, U10, U11, U12, U13, U14, U15 & UIE 
Over 35s and All Age Men’s Teams 
Girls U10, U12, U14, U16 & Women’s All Age Teams 


@ WANT TO JOIN A CLUB WITH VISION 

@ THE ONLY CLUB IN THE DISTRICT THAT OFFERS A 
DIRECT “PATHWAY” INTO THE NSW PREMIER YOUTH 
LEAGUE, THEN CALL THE CLUB'S INFOLINE 9560 5414 NOW! 

Please note that all Coaching Applications will be handled discreetly 
‘The club is also seeking a Women’s Convenor & Coaching Director for the 2006 Girls 
U10, U12, U14 & U16 Competitions 
As the club is entering teams in the 2006 NSW Women's Premier 
FOR ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE THE CLUB'S ADMINISTRATOR — Pia Scarselletta — 9560 5414 


A.P.ILA. LEICHHARDT TIGERS F.C. INC 
FIELDS TEAMS IN THE STATE’S MOST ELITE 
COMPETITIONS 
O THE NSW PREMIER LEAGUE — First & Reserve Grades 


© THE NSW PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE - U13, U14, U15, U16 & U18s 
Players who have the ability to play at First Grade level in the 
NSW Premier League can direct discreet enquiries to the club’s 
Head Coach — Les De Celis — 9716 1702. 
‘Coaching Applications for the 2006 NSW Premier Youth League Comipetition are now been considered discreetly via 


FAX 9560 5418 INFOLINE: 9560 5414 


\ * APA. LEICHHARDT TIGERS F.C. INC 
aur’ PARTICIPATES IN THE WORLD’S MOST 
PRESTIGIOUS YOUTH TOURNAMENT ANNUALLY 
THE COPPA CARNEVALE TOURNAMENT IN VIAREGGIO — 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
Are sought from ambitous U17s through to U20s PLAYERS who 
wish to participate in the 
58” Annual Viareggio Tournament — February 2006 
(As well as to form the club’s 2006 U20s NSW Premier League Squad) 


ITALY 


‘The Viareggio Youth Tournament or ‘Camevale' Is the ultimate youth (U/20s) football 
competition In the world. Teams like AC Milan, Parma, Juventus, Lazio, Roma, Florentina, Bayern 
‘Munich, Newcastle United and Manchester United participate every year in the prestigious 
‘Coppa Camevale!toarnament-The Viaggio tournament generates grt det of media ineret 


nally. 
allan sports day newspapers tka The Gasset dello Sport end allan sport televiolon stations 
cover most games. The tournament elso generates a great deal of European Club interest 2s 
European clubs send their scouts to ell games. 
Absolute confidentiality will be preserved. 


For further Information and enquiries call John Romeo, Technical Director of tho 
‘APA. Leichhardt Youth Football Academy on 0412-808-114 
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NTER’S CONCORD DEBUT 


SW State League Division 

One side Inter Lions made 

their formidable presence 
into their new competition two 
weeks ago after playing out their 
first home match of the season at 
the luxurious Concord Oval. 

Even though the team drew one- 
all against Gladesville Spirit, 
Concord Oval played host to one of 
its first ever organised football 
matches. 

Sydney Olympic and even Sydney 
FC were rumoured to have wanted 
the Concord Oval facilities however 
it was won out by the plucky Inter 
Lions outfit. 

Coach George Paradises said that 
the capture of Concord Oval was 


something the club wanted to do for 
promoting the Lions squad. 

“Ultimately we want to keep on 
climbing the ladder and gain promo- 
tion and what we are aiming for is a 
Winter Super League spot. 

“Getting Concord Oval took a lot 
of time and effort from many people 
at the club but its good that we have 
a ground that rivals any other ground 
in this state. 

“Tts time to concentrate on the 
year at hand and play football. 

“We have an exciting young team 
mixed up with a few experienced 
heads so we will do what it takes to 
finish in a good position this year. 

“The Continental Cup is also 
another thing we'd like to do well at, 
we shall see how far it takes us.” 


Central Coast kick off 


a 


- 


their season in Perth 


Central Coast Mariners coach Lawrie 
McKinna cannot wait for their first match 


against the Perth Glory 


for their first match when the new 
Hyundai A-League kicks off in late 
August, and coach Lawrie McKinna is highly 
excited. 
"It's going to be a very good test for the boys. It 
will be a full house over there,” he said, after the A- 


C= Coast Mariners will travel to Perth 


"In a 21-round competition you just have to be 
ready. If you start losing games early it's hard to 
catch up," 

McKinna said everything he was hearing on the 
Coast about the new A-League was very positive, 
adding that he expected great rivalry between the 
Mariners and neighbours the Newcastle Jets, 

‘The teams meet in the Club World Championship 
at Gosford on May 7, and will renew their rivalry in 
the second round of the A-League at Express 
Advocate Stadium on September 3. 

The Mariners themselves will be filling up their 


“Bonus points 
nonsense: Perth Glory 


Glory officials are con- 
‘cerned at Football Federation 
Australia’s radical plan to 


reward high-scoring teams with . 


bonus points in fhe inaugural A- 
League season, 

‘The FFA, which unveiled the fix- 
tures for the 21-round season, has 
flagged a change to the traditional 
points system of three for a win and 
one for a draw. 

The proposal was rejected by Glory 
coach Steve McMahon and technical 
manager Mich d’Avray, who were sur- 
prised to hear of it. 

McMahon objected to the bonus 
point plan, claiming it was getting 
away from the basics of foottall. 

"L wouldn't like to see it happen. It's 
nonsense," McMahon said, 

Matt Carroll, FFA head of opera- 
tions, said ways of making the game 
more attacking were being studied, 
including additional points for scoring 
a certain number of goals and scrap- 
ping drawn games. The FFA is in the 
process of compiling statistical analy- 
sis to determine the number of goals 
which would eam a bonus. 


League revealed the full draw for the inaugural sea- ~ 
son. 


final spots for their squad at the end of next week 
with a handful of trialists set to take their positions 
this week. 

Sydney Olympic’s Tarek Elrich, Queenslander 
Russel Woodruffe and Marconi’s Stefan Del Zio are 
just some of the names that will trial under 
McKinna’s guidance, 

Two Central Coast United youngsters are also 
said to be on the Mariners trial list. 

Tt is expected that Marconi midfielder Leo Carle 
will accept terms and sign on with the Central Coast 
at the conclusion of his contract with the Stallions in 
June. 

Because of Fox Sports requirements, all clubs 
have their matches spread over different nights. The 
Mariners will play three Friday night games, four on 
a Saturday and three on a Sunday. The Jets will have 
the honour of playing the curtain-raiser against 
Adelaide United in the new competition at 
Energy Australia Stadium on August 26. 


plan is 


‘Changes to the allocation of points Following the final season of the 
would need ratification from world old NSL, Jamie has been plying his 
governing body FIFA. ‘trade with Dutch First Division outfit 

Carroll also revealed the FFA was ADO Den Haag. It is another major 
looking at "how we might break the coup for Perth Glory to bring back the 


deadlock of a draw". 

He said it had already been made 
clear to the eight clubs that it was nec- 
essary to deliver an exciting product 
for the competition to succeed. 

"We've been very open and trans- 
parent with the clubs, and for the A- 
League to be successful it's got to be 
entertaining," Carroll said. 

D'Avray was horrified that the gov- 
ering body was considering tinkering 
with the points allocation. 

"Personally, I would be dead 
against it,” he said, pointing out that 
championships all over the world 
were often won by teams skilled in 


Glory coach Steve McMahon defending, as well as attacking. 
has bagged the bonus points Meanwhile Perth announced its lat- 
plan set out by the FFA est signing in 24 year old Jamie 
"We want to bounce around afew Coyne. 
ideas first and see if that will deliver Jamie will be a familiar face (6 all 
us some innovation," said Caroll. The Perth Glory fans as he was an integral 
matter would be discussed with clubs member of the Perth Glory back-to- 
on Thursday week. back NSL Championship squads. 
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local West Australian from Europe. 
Hehas signed to play with Perth Glory 
for the inaugural Hyundai A-League 
season. 

‘Coyne will bring a lot of pace and 
energy to the Glory backline and with 
is inclusion to the squad, coach Steve 
McMahon needs to fill only four more 
spots. 

Sydney FC chief executive Andy 
Harper, who played more than 300 
games in the 

old national league, disagreed with 
the idea that low-scoring games could 
not be exciting. "I've played in and 
watched many absolutely thrilling 0-0 
draws," he said. 

‘The fixture schedule handed Glory 
a firstup home match against Central 
Coast Mariners and two away trips to 
Auckland to. take on New Zealand 
Knights. 


Pa 


Con Constantine: Newcastle Jets owner will be 
promoting the club's first match thoroughly 


We'll sell goals 
to Newcastle: 
Constantine 


‘ewcastle Jets chairman Con Constantine said last week 
N= was a need for his club to take a different 

approach to promoting the game when the Hyundai A- 
League kicks off in late August. 

‘The Jets will have the honour of playing the curtain-raiser 
against Adelaide United in the new competition at Energy Australia 
Stadium on August 26. 

There's been so much talk. I can't wait until we start kicking a 
ball," Constantine said yesterday. . 

While Newcastle will be one of the favourites for the Club 
World Championship qualifiers from May ¥#14..with the winner 
going on to represent Australia in the Oceania play-offs, 
Constantine said the heavy marketing would be geared towards the 
A-League competition. 

"We have to do it differently than we have done in the past," he 
said. 

*T spend thousands of dollars on promoting Parklea Markets and 
still people don't know where it is. 

"We have to make it an entertaining night for the families and 
especially the youth,” he said. "We'll be cutting TV commercials 
and we realise that we have to provide entertainment at the games 
- before and also at half-time. We have to win over the people." 

Because of Fox Sports requirements, all clubs have their match- 
es spread over different nights, Newcastle will play five Friday 
night games, two Saturday night matches and three Sunday night 
games. 

They also have been handed a Thursday night fixture at home 
against Queensland Roar on Australia Day. 

Central Coast Mariners will travel to Perth for their first A- 
League match, and coach Lawrie McKinna is highly excited. 

"It's going to be a very good test for the boys. It will be a full 
house over there," he said, 

"In a 21-round competition you just have to be ready. If you 
start losing games early it's hard to.catch up.” 

‘McKinna said everything he was hearing on the Central Coast 
about the new A-League was very positive, adding that he expect- 
ed great rivalry to exist between the Mariners and neighbours 
Newcastle Jets. 

‘The teams meet in the Club World Championship at Gosford on 
May 7 and will renew their rivaliy in the second round of the A- 
League at the Express Advocate Stadium on September 3. 


= 
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Sydney FC’s Saso Petrovski is targeting the top goal scorer’s charts as his main aim for the A-League 
season 


By 
Mark Stavroulakis 


ustralian renowned 

goal-scoring 

machine Saso 
Petrovski has sent out a 
stern message to all that 
will watch the A-League 
this season, ‘Look for me 
on the top goalscorer’s 
charts’. 

The 30-year-old skilful 
marksman has made it quite 
clear that scoring goals and 
playing consistently will be 
the attacker’s main priority 
in the A-League this year. 

‘Petro’ has been going 
through a vigorous pre-sea- 
son Sydney FC program that 
has been conducted by coach 
Pierre Littbarski, assistant 
Tan Crook and fitness guru 
Darren Welsh. 

“Pre-season has been 
going great, I am very 
pleased with the way train- 
ing has been going. It’s very 
physical but in saying that 
it’s also quite enjoyable. 

“Darren Welsh our fitness 
coach has been showing us 
some new techniques in get- 
ting fitter and quicker but its 
all been for the benefit of all 
the players.” 

One such aspect that has 


tired out the players has been 
the constant movement from 
one training session to 
another, but Petrovski stated 
that the club will be finding 
@ permanent training base 
very soon. 

“Its obviously placed a bit 
of stress on the players train- 
ing at Parklea in the moring 
then rushing off to Aussie 
Stadium in the aftemoon. 

“It does not give us that 
much of a recovery period 
but I know we are only 
weeks away of announcing 
some kind of permanent 
base.” 

In terms of the squad 
itself, Sydney FC are cur- 
rently look at four spots to 
fill the side with a number of 
trialists having past through 
the training pitches at 
Parklea. 

The initial squad though 
has bonded really well and 
Petrovski believes it is that 
team harmony that will bring 
together good results for the 
squad. 

“T think the team is com- 
ing along nicely. All the 
players have really got on 
well. Its good to see that we 
have a mixture of young and 
experienced players who I 
know will learn off cach 


other during the year. 

“A number of the boys 
iknow each other which has 
made it that much easier to 
settle in. I remember when T 
was involved with the 
Socceroos, I got to meet 
Steve (Corica) and David 
(Zarilic), so its funny how 
we all crossed paths once 
more at Sydney. 

“Its good to see that the 
squad also has a few up and 
coming youngsters who I 
know will have a good 
future in the game of foot- 
ball in this country. Most of 
the boys that were selected 
were involved with the 
Australian youth squads so 
it’s certainly quality that we 
have at the club.” 

The 30-year-old 
Wollongong born star, who 
two weeks ago celebrated 
his birthday, has had to not 
only adapt to a new squad, 
but a new coach also. 

German mentor Pierre 
Littbarski, a three-time 
World Cup campaigner has 
really wowed the staff and 
players at Sydney with his 
unique coaching tactics. 

Petrovski also has seen 
that tiny German’s tactics 
have been that of high quali- 
ty. 


“Pierre is a real tactician, 
he really likes to use that as 
his key for our football side. 

“He’s been there and done 
that as a player and also as a 
coach so his guidance will 
be only beneficial for us 
players. 

“Gaining expert tips from 
‘him is what we've seen from 
him so far, | know we will 
Team quite a lot as this sea- 


~ son unfolds.” 


With so much at stake this 
season in terms of the A- 
League, Petrovski has pin- 
pointed down his aims that 
he hopes will be achieved. 

“Firstly I'd really like to 
cement my spot in the start- 
ing line-up. By doing that I 
must play consistent football 
and be able to score as many 
goals as I can for the club. 

“Ideally as a striker 1 am 
always aiming {© get 
amongst the top goalscorers 
list so I'll be looking for 
that, but I really want to stay 
consistent. 

“Look at the success of 
Tim Cahill. He is killing it at 
Everton, and because he has 
played well week in week 
out he has gained praise 
from the media, but he has 
thoroughly deserved it.” 

One such player that will 
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be helping Petrovski out on 
his quest for goals this year 
will be Socceroo Dayid 
Zarilic, 

On paper at the moment, 
itis Zdrilic and Saso that key 
up as the club’s only strikers. 
“David's pretty much a 
target man. He is very strong 
‘on the ball and can beat 
players. We have trained up 
front for the past few weeks 
and I have been happy with 
the relationship we have 
started. 

“I’m more of the creative 
player, opening up space, so 
it’s a good combination with 
David in the end.” 

Asked what he thought 
about the proposed Sydney 
FC capture of Trinidad & 
Tobago star Dwight Yorke 
and what effect he would 
have on his position, the 
confident striker replied. 

“Obviously having a play- 
er of Dwight’s calibre would 
be brilliant for any squad 
and if we can get him then it 
would be awesome. 

“Tt would be a huge bonus. 
to play alongside a player 
that was rated as one of the 
English Premier League’s 
best strikers. 


PETROVSKI SETS SIGHTS ON 
‘GOALS GALORE FOR SY 


“We would all iearn off 
him as he has been through 
quite a bit in his footballing 
career but in anything it 
would mean that us strikers 
have to fight that much hard- 
er to get a starting spat. 

“If he does come down 
that means one strikers posi- 
tion will be sown up, that is 
why I am hoping to play 
consistent football this sea- 
son.” 

Away from the football 
side of things at Sydney FC, 
a big hurdle the club is set to 
face is attracting new fans to 
their home matches. 

With so much hype that 
certain ethnic groups were 
not willing to join the 
Sydney FC revolution, 
Petrovski stated that it’s a 
must everyone gets behind 
the squad. 

“I can say that I've got a 
few guarantees that my old 
Bankstown City Lions will 
bring down some support for 
Sydney FC but its really « 
team effort. 

“Every club must put their 
backgrounds aside so we can 
help promote the sport, espe- 
cially this year. 

“Sydney FC have said 


DNEY 


that they will have a good 
set-up for their home match- 
es by-getting good entertain- 
ment meaning popular 
singers at half-time and 
things for the kids and fami- 
lies. 

“Tts up to us as the players 
to string the results together 
but overall we need every- 
one’s support in watching 
the Sydney team.” 

The former Socceroo also 
stated that the Australian 
media will play a pivotal 
role in promoting the sport 
and hopes that the continua- 
tion of what has been seen at 
the moment on TV, Radio 
‘and. newspapers will carry 
out throughout the year. 

“It’s been great so far, I 
think the media has been 
tremendous, they've done 
their johs really well. 

“This cannot stop as that 
will be the main difference 
in getting new crowds and 
support to all A-League 
matches. 

“TL think if we get support 
from the media, then the A- 
League will be a winner as 
we have successful busi- 
nessman running the show 
now.” 


South Korean Striker 
Ready to Roar 


oath Korean Striker 

Min-Suk Jang (aged 

28), arrived = in 
Brisbane last week and 
immediately commenced 
pre-season training with 
Hyundai A-League Club 
the Queensland Roar. 


Jang has played over 200 games in the K- 
League, Korea’s highest football league. In 
2001 as well as in 2002, Jang was voted 
Most Valuable Player in these K-League sea- 


sons. 
‘The Queensland Roar’s Head coach 


Miron Bleiberg: 
Qld Roar’s Head coach. 


Miron Bleiberg looks for- 
ward to teaming Jang up 
with the similarly powerful- 
ly- built striker, Royce 
Brownlie. 

“T'd hate to be & central 
defender with strikers of 


their size and strength running at me,” 


to terms. 


a. 


Bleiberg commented. 

Within four weeks the Queensland Roar 
expecting the arrival of a second South’ 
Korean international who already as agreed 


Royce Brownlie: Roar’s powerful 
blond goalscorer. 
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for Perth Glory back in 

iovember last year, 

though dynamic midfielder 

Hiroyuki Ishida only fronted up 

for training a week ago after his 
return from Japan. 

The former J-League and 
(Sydney) Olympic Sharks cham- 
pionship medallist is ready to turn 
it on in the West and doubly keen 
to ensure his new side qualifies 
for the FIFA World Club 
Championship, which «is being 
held in his country of birth. 

“It is very hard to speak 
English but I want to go the the 
World Club Championship in 
Japan as the Australian champi- 
ons,” said the 25-year old at a 


press conference last week. 
Ishida once featured with Shimizu 
S-Pulse and Tokyo Verdy 1969 in 
the Japanese J-League before 
playing in Singapore's S-League 
in 2001 and going on to make 66 
appearances (between 2002-04) in 


Australia’s defunct National 
Soccer League with the Sharks. 

“I will try my best and train 
very hard,” said Tshida. 

‘Hiro’ had been working with a 
J-League trainer up until two 
months ago and admits he is 
below form. 

“He needs to build his fitness 
up and will do that very quickly,” 
guarantees Glory’s new coach 
Steve McMahon, who has been 
putting his other charges through 
an exhausting training program. 

“He (Ishida) has got bundles of 
Pace, very skillful, a crowd pleas- 
er and can play both left and right 
hand-side of midfield,” said the 
Perth gaffer before giving Ishida a 
reality check in his next breath, 


Victory close to 
the Dome! 


Victory owner Geoff Lord has 
pushed his connections in the right 
direction with Melbourne going 
very close in securing a deal with 
the Telstra Dome as its home 


ground, 

Its speculated that the Dome is 
quite keen on getting the Victory on 
board and have already marked the 
month of September as a possible 
month for the club’s first home 
matches. 

The Victorian Government is 
pushing for the Melbourne squad to 
playing their home matches at 
Olympic Park however the entire 
Victory staff have heeded calls that 
Telstra Dome was to be their main 
priority, 

Tts also understood that a rich 
group of Greek businessman from 
Melbourne's rich Hellenic commu- 
nity have hinted their possible 
involvement with the A-League 
side, 


Hiroyuki Ishida: The Japense import is beaming for his 
first start with the Perth Glory (Photo by Richard Kreider) 


“He has still got to prove himself. 
He's got to work hard and prove 
to me and everybody else he is 
worth a starting place,” said the 
former Liverpool champion. 

“There are 19 in the squad and 
Hiro is one of nineteen. In fact, 
nobody is guaranteed a starting 
place at this moment in time,” 

Meanwhile, McMahon 
expressed great excitement about 
seeing the fixture list for the first 
time and is not put off by 
Australia’s fascination for deter- 
mining a winner via a play-off 
system. “Bring it on,” exclaims 
the Perth boss. 

“It’s a bit different to what you 
get in England because the winner 
takes all I suppose,” he said 

“You do, however, have a play- 
off situation in the English lower 
leagues where if you are out of the 
top-two you can still get into the 
next league by winning a group 
stage, 

Tt makes it very interesting and 


“Thaven’t met with the group but 
I would be delighted if the Greek 
community gets involved,” Lord 
stated to the “Herald Sun’_ 

The $5million needed for the 
FFA has yet to be raised by the 
‘Victory but the Australia’s govern- 
ing body have given the club an 
extension till July to come up with 
the money. 

The Greek interest has certainly 
given the Victory side a much need- 
ed financial boost. 


Sharing the 
travel — Sydney 
FC style 


Its good to see that the guys 
downat Sydney FC have been shar- 
ing driving duties during their hec- 
tic pre-season training schedule that 
has been put in place by trainer 
‘Darren Welsh. 

Four players in particular, hail- 
ing from Wollongong, have been 
hitting the free-way twice a day 


keeps you hanging on until the 
end of the season,” said the former 
Blackpool manager, who 
acknowledged he is still short of 
two or three key players before 
being entirely happy with his 
squad. 


“This (A-League) system is a 
different format for me but at the 
end of the day it’s winning the 
final that is important.” 

As you would expect, the 
Glory boss hasn't wasted any time 
in brushing up on his opposition 
and whilst it is indeed early days, 
he believes Newcastle and 
Sydney could be the sides to be 
wary of. 

“They (Sydney) spent quite a 
lot of money, so they’re going to 
be strong,” he said, 

“But if we can do what we are 
capable of and get the players we 
need, then they’ll need to worry 
about us, not us worrying about 
them.” 


preparing for the A-League season 
ahead of them. 

Saso Petroyski, Justin Pasfield, 
Jacob Timpano and Alvin Ceccoli 
are all car pooling until a new alter- 
native is drawn up. 

It is believed that youngsters 
Pasfield and Timpano will be look- 
ing at lodging somewhere closer to 
the training facilities in Sydney 
while Petrovski and Ceccoli, both 
with families will be doing the 
Wollongong to Sydney trek for the 
entire season. 

“T don’t mind the travelling at 
the moment, it has to be done but it 
would be better when we get our 
training facilities in the one com- 
plex,” Petrovski stated to ABSW. 

Apparently the younger lads 
have been doing most of the dri- 
ving! 

Kew ell under 
the spotlight 


‘The big question that has been 
beamed from the U.K to Australia 


essing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


has been does Liverpool really need 
Socceroo star Harry Kewell? 

Many of the leading English 
papers have suggested that after the 
Reds massive three-one away 
Champions League yictory to 
Bayer Leverkusen last Thursday, 
Kewell is not really an essential 
ingredient into Rap Benitez’ squad. 

Kewell pulled out a day before 
the match complaining of a te- 
occurring injury that infuriated 
Benitez. 

Talk about Harry leaving the 
“Kop for Spain’s Atletico Madrid 
again surfaced this week. 

‘Whatever the case, Benitez has 
again questioned the influence of 
Australia coach Frank Farina on his 
midfielder Harry Kewell. 

Before last night's Champions 
League showdown at Bayer 
Leverkusen, Benitez revealed that 
Kewell refused to travel with the 
squad to Germany complaining of 
an ankle injury. "One day Harry is 
fit, the next he is not," Benitez said. 
"We can't-always be waiting for 
him and then having to change our 


-team plans. I don't know exactly 


what's wrong, but part of the prob- 
Tem is that he needs to have more 
self-confidence. 

“T tell him that an 80 per cent 
Harry Kewell is important to us, but 
if we're always going to be waiting, 
maybe we need to look for a solu- 
tion and also to get a second med- 
ical opinion." 

Benitez remains suspicious of 
the influence on Kewell's mindset 
of his international manager, 
Farina 

"When Harry comes back after 
going to play for Australia, we don't 
know what happened,” the 
Spaniard said. "But something 
changed.” Benitez added: "I have 
been talking very highly of Harry 
all season, saying how important he 
is for us and that he's a fantastic 
player, but if he's never fit or we are 
always waiting to see him at his 
best level, maybe we need to look 
fora solution, 

"would have liked him to play 
in this game because we don't have 
a Tot of forwards available for the 
Champions League. We can't keep 
waiting and changing our ideas 
about the team and the tactics 
because of him. It's disruptive to 
preparations," 


Pondeljak 
slams Victory 


Central Coast Mariners star Tom 
Pondeljak says he could have been 
preparing for the season with 
Melbourne Victory, but "they 
weren't organised enough”. 

‘The Australia international told 
the Sydney Morning Herald: 

"To be honest, my wife really 
wanted to stay in Melboume, but 
the big problem was they weren't 
omganised enough. My manager 
spoke to them four or five times. He 
said: 'Can you offer him anything”. 
‘They didn't come back to us, so we 
‘Went to the next stage, and that was 
to go interstate again. 

"Perth was a chance - I enjoyed 
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my time there, they were more pro- 
fessional than any club I've been to 
in Australia. People in the street 
Amow who you are, so you really 
feel like a soccer player there. They 
wanted me to stay, I thought they 
would come back with a good offer 
but in the end they had a particular 
budget, so it didn't work out. 

"Thad every opportunity to go to 
Newcastle, I know half the boys 
there and, obviously, they've got a 
pretty good team. But it was that 
much further from our friends in 
Sydney, so my missus preferred the 
Central Coast. 

"Since we've come here, every- 
thing has fallen into place." 


Doyle looking 
for 
compensation 
from Sydney 
Olympic 


NSW Premier League side 
Sydney Olympic never seem to 
stem away from controversy, 
Sydney's leading Greek newspaper 
‘The Greek Herald’ last week 
reported that axed Blues coach 
John Doyle and keeper Gareth 
Deeg are seeking compensation 
from the club. 


at: ee = 
Former Sydney Olympic 
coach John Doyle is 
seeking $15,000 in 
compensation 


Doyle is seeking $15,000 from 
Olympic after his dismissal from 
the club who have now hired 
Michael Urukalo as their coach. 
Currently embroiled in a dog 
fight for the eighth spot in putting 
the former NSL champions into the 
championship round of the NSW 
Premier League, this news comes at 
a bad time for the club who are 
focusing on making the elite group. 
Its also believed that bad rela- 
tions have sparked up between 
Urukalo and second grade coach 
Nick Poniris about the use of cer- 


Young Socceroos coach 
Ange Postecogiou is 
pleased that most of his 
squad members have 
signed with A-League clubs 
this season 


Postecogiou 
keen on- World 
Cup draw 


Young Socceroos coach Ange 
Postecoglou believes that the recent 
20's World Cup draw could work 
for him as he prepares his side for 
an assault in the Netherlands, 

Kicking off on the 10th of June, 
the Young Socceroos squad will 
assemble at the end of April for a 
training camp in Europe before jet- 
ting off to Holland. 

It is believed that a provisional 
squad of 24 or 26 players will be 
selected before the squad is cut 
down to 20 for the World Cup. 

Most of the squad will be made 
up of A-League’s rising stars in 
Mark Milligan, Jacob Timpano, 
Kristian Sarkies, Chris Tadrosse, 
Vince Lia, Stuart Musialik, Mark 
Bridge , Danny Vukovic, Adrian 
Leijer and Nick Ward are all going 
to feature in the élite’Gompetition in 

~ August. 

“['m really pleased that most of 
the boys in the under-20 national 
set-up have been snapped up for the 
A-League. 

“Tt’s pleasing not only because 
the cream of our young players will 
be in a professional environment 
here in Australia, but it shows that 
the national team program and the 
national domestic competition are 
working cohesiyely,” Postecoglou 
stated. 

Australia “have been drawn 
against African minnows Benin, 
Japan and hosts the Netherlands. 

Tt is expected that a crowd of a 
up to 20,000 will fill the Kerkrade 
Stadium for the match between the 
Roos and Holland. 

Australia’s first game is against 
Benin on the 10th of June. 
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PALM BEACH IN ELEVEN HEAVEN 


By Glenn vavis 


leven goals in two games 
and none against — that’s 
the ingredients coach 
Karl Herdle is hoping can keep 
Palm Beach at the top of the 


nil after 38 minutes before Neil 
Munro flicked on a comer two 
minutes later for a 4-nil lead. 
Miner gave Palm Beach an 
unassailable 5-nil Jead just before 
half time when he and Fung com- 
bined perfectly for the striker’s 


Brisbane premiership table. second of the game. 

After just two rounds this sea- “I think we've got the makings 
son Palm Beach followed up its 6- of a good side with Fung and 
O thrashing of Easts last week with Miner up front and being well ser- 
a 5.0 rout over University on viced by Ditton,” Herdle said. 
Saturday night. “Tippett also is a good player. 

The scoreline might be similar  He’s played in England at a good 
but Herdle has a warning for those —_ level and he’s the old style target 
who might doubt University’s man who tums on a sixpence.” 
quality to be in the premier league. While the Gold Coast club hold 

“Ttold the boys at half time the down the table lead on goal differ- 


game was over and we didn’t need 
to pick up any injuries or cards,” 
Herdle said. 

“But we were held scoreless in 
the second half and I give Uni one 
thing— they never gave up. 

“They're a workman-like side 
and can’t be taken lightly. 

“They're more than capable of 
winning the odd game here and 
there and could upset a few sides.” 


ences, Souths also showed they 
would be a strong force this season 
under coach Peter Tokesi. 

Souths beat Rochedale 3-2 in a 
cliff hanger last week and had no 
trouble dispensing with Easts 8-0 
at home on Saturday night. 

“Easts had the better of the play 
in the first half and more shots 
than us,” he said. 

“That was a typical game of 


“They just ran out of steam in 


Palm Beach’s good early season football,” Tokesi said. 
start can be put down to its lethal 
striking force of Russell Miner and _ the second half after one of their 


Daniel Fung with superb midfield 
service spearheaded by Brad 
Ditton. 

Miner got Palm Beach off to a 
great start in the 15th minute with 
a nearly taken goal after a great 
team build-up. 

Fong then made it 2-nil blasting 
home from the edge off the box 
after running onto a perfectly 
timed pass from Ditton in mid- 
field. 

English striker Ryan Tippett 
produced a solo effort to make it 3- 


players was sent off. 

“Tt could have been a vastly dif 
ferent result had Easts scored early 
in the game when they had con- 
trol.” 

Mitchelton coach Greg Brown 
is not panicking just yet after his 
side continued its bad start to the 
season with a second 3-1 loss to 
Rochedale, 

Mitchelton made a big impact in 
its first season in premier league 
last year finishing fourth before 
being knocked out in the semi- 


final series by eventual champions 
Queensland Lions. 

“We've started slowly but we 
did the same thing last year,” 
Brown said. 

“We've lost six of our first team 
players from last year and we're a 
very young side. 

“The boys are still learning and 
aren't putting away their chances 
when they come. 

“To make things a little worse 
we've got four injuries and they’re 
all in the backline.” 

Taringa Rovers made it six 
points out of six with a deserved 
win against Brisbane Wolves at 
Jack Speare Park, 

Rovers plundered three points 
from Brisbane City last week and 
were too good for Wolves who are 
yet to register a point this term. 

Coach Alan Waller couldn't be 
happier with his team's start to the 
season after the frustrations of 
2004. 

“We've begun well and at least 
this season we have something to 
build on,” Waller said. 

“Wolves have a very physical 
game and our young backline han- 
dlediit very well. 

“It'll be tough next week against 
Pine Rivers but at least we can go 
there with our confidence high.” 

Pine Rivers continued their 
good start to the season with a 
solid 5-2 away win over The 
Raiders in Toowoomba, 

After comfortably defeating 
Mitchelton last week Rivers knew 
that the trip to the range was sure 
to be a test but came back with the 
points thanks to some lethal finish- 
ing that is fast becoming their 
trademark. 


In the other match Brisbane 
Strikers downed Brisbane City 4- 
nil. 

Strikers’ coach Bob Hamilton 
‘was understandably delighted with 
the result and the performance in 
front of a good crowd at Pemy 
Park. 

“We could have scored eight 
tonight and were very comfortable 
throughout,” he said. 

“Next week at Rochedale will 
be a test for us — I’ve got a lot of 
time for Rochedale, they're a good 
side and we're all looking forward 
to a tough match.” 


Taringa Rovers .. 5 
(Davani, Imrie, Aysen) 
Brisbane Wolves ........... 1 


(Murdoch) 


i fis Rovers made it six 
points out of six with a 
deserved win against Brisbane 
Wolves at Jack Speare Park. 
Rovers plundered 3 points from 
Brisbane City last week and were 
too good for Wolves who are yet to 
register a point this term. 

Taringa took the lead as early as 
the 6th minute when Alex Davani 
headed in a Reza Aysen cross to 
settle the nerves of the home side. 
They doubled their advantage on 
the half-hour when Andrew Imrie 
benefited from an Aysen free kick 
that was pushed onto the bar by the 
Wolves keeper. Imrie gleefully 
fired home for 2-0 and Taringa 
were cruising, 

Anthony Roche’s Wolves side 
threatened to get back into the 
game when some neat work from 


Murdoch halved the deficit, but 
Aysen had the last word when 
Mark Riley’s cross was too hot to 
handle for the Wolves keeper and 
the Taringa hitman tapped home 
for his second goal in two games. 

Tt could have been worse for the 
Wolves had Imrie’s excellent. 
strike not struck the post, but 
‘Taringa Coach Alan Waller could- 
nit be happier with his team’s start 
to the season after the frustrations 
of 2004. “We've begun well and at 
least this season we have some- 
thing to build on. Wolves have a 
very physical game and our young 
backline handled it very well. It'll 
be tough next week against Pine 
Rivers but at least we cen go there 
with our confidence high. Last 
year we had to go to these grounds 
needing points to survive, but this 
time round we are looking to get 
the three points to maintain’a good 
position on the ladder," he 
beamed. 


Toowoomba Raiders ...... 2 
(Giallourakis 2) 
Pine Rivers\esee<scisevere 5 


(Own Goal, Smits, Rose, Thiesfield 


2) 


layton Koch's Pine Rivers out- 
fit continued their good start 
to the 2005 campaign with a solid 
away win over The Raiders in 
Toowoomba. After comfortably 
defeating Mitchelton last week 
Rivers knew that the trip to the 
Tange was sure to be a test but 
came back with the points thanks 
to some lethal finishing that is fast 
becoming their trademark, 
The visitors opened the scoring 
in the first 5 minutes when Young 


put through his own net, but 
Toowoomba levelled soon after 
with Giallourakis grabbing the 
first of his brace. Possession was 
shared equally but the difference 
between the two sides was the 
quality of the finishing, Aaron 
Thiesfield scored for the second 
consecutive week midway through 
the first half after a smart move, 
then Hagell fed Tim Smits who 
beat two players and drilled the 
ball into the top comer for the third 
goal. 
Josh Rose scored the best goal 
of the game with a powerful drive 
from a seemingly impossible angle 
to extend Rivers’ advantage and 
make the game safe. In the closing 
stages Giallourakis converted a 
Spot kick after Joel Hale had han- 
dled, but Thiesfield restored the 
three-goal margin with an out- 
standing individual goal beating 
five players then slotting the ball 
past Raiders goalkeeper Michael 
Pike. 

With his side brimming with 
confidence Rivers’ Coach Clayton 
Koch can look forward to another 
promising season. “I always felt 
that we were going to win the 
game even though we didn't play 
at our best and gave the ball away 
a fair bit. Overall though we did 
look the more dangerous side and 
we scored some really nice goals 
tonight.” 

Raiders boss Peter Broadfoot, 
conceded that the major difference 
between the two sides was the 
ability of Pine Rivers’ strike force. 
“You can't give Rose and Smits an 
inch. They're fast and powerful 
and will hurt you if you give them 
room,” he said. 


Brisbane Premier League 


Taringa Rovers Gr) 
Brisbane Wolves . Ceaa/ 


Toowoomba Raiders 
Pine Rivers 


Mitchelton 
Rochedale Rovers 


Palm Beach . 
Uni of Qld . 


Brisbane Strikers .. 
Brisbane City 


Souths United . 
Eastern Suburbs 


Senior Ladder 
Lok 


0 
0 
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0 
0 
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1 
2 
t2 
2 
2 
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Palm Beach 
Souths United 
Brisbane Strikers 
Pine Rivers 
Taringa Rovers 
Rochedale Rovers 
Toowoomba 
Mitchetion 
Brisbane Wolves 
Brisbane City 
Uni of Qld 
Eastem Suburbs 


AaMar-Bonop 
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Prey 


Premier Reserves 
Taringa Rovers 1 y Brisbane Wolves 0, 
Toowoomba Raiders 0 v Pine Rivers 0, Mitchelton 2 
v Rochedale Rovers 3, Palm Beach 6 v Uni of Qld 2, 
Brisbane Strikers 1 v Brisbane City 3, Souths United 
3 v Easter Suburbs 1 


Division 1 
Peninsula Power 0 v Mt Gravatt 4, Capalaba 3 v 
Western Spirit 0, Beenleigh 4 v Rocklea United 0, 
Albany Creek 0 vy Redlands United 1, Ipswich City 0 
v Ipswich Knights 6, Olympic 5 v The Gap 0 


Division 1 Reserves 
Peninsula Power 4 v Mt Gravatt 1, Capalaba 2 v 
Western Spirit 2, Beenleigh 3 v Rocklea United 0, 
Albany Creek 2 v Redlands United 2, Ipswich City 1 
v Ipswich Knights 2, Olympic 7 v The Gap 0 


Division 2 
Samford 2 v Moggill 3, Acacia Ridge 1 v 
Southside Eagles 5, Annerley 4 v Slacks Creek 0, 
North Pine 5 y Oxley United 0, Bethania Rams 1 y 
Grange Thistle 1, Brisbane Force v Newmarket (not 
available due to late kick off time) 


Division 2 Reserves 
Samford 1 v Moggill 3, Acacia Ridge 0 y 
Southside Eagles 7, Annerley 6 y Slacks Creek 1, 
North Pine 5 v Oxley United 0, Bethania Rams 1 v 
Grange Thistle 0, Brisbane Force 2 v Newmarket 1 


Premier Youth 
Queensland Lions 2 v Rochedale Rovers 0, 


Brisbane Strikers 1 y Brisbane City 6, Souths 1 v 
Brisbane Wolves 1, Taringa Rovers 0 v Pine Rivers 
1, Mitchelton | vy Palm Beach 4. 


Division 1 Youth 
Uni of Qld 3 v Olympic 0, Brisbane Force 10 y 
Peninsula Power 0, Albany Creek 2 v Redlands 2, 
Toowoomba Raiders 3 v Mt Gravatt 2, Ipswich 
Knights 5 v Eastern Suburbs 0. 


Division 2 Youth 
Capalaba 4 v North Pine 2, Beenleigh 0 y Pine 
Rivers 1, Slacks Creek 1 v Westside 2, Toowoomba 
Raiders 6 v Redcliffe PCYC 0, Acacia Ridge 1 v 
Ipswich City 3, Centenary Stormers v Pine Hills 
postponed, Logan City Kings v Bye. 


Metro 1 
Bayside United 2 y Taringa Rovers 0, Kangaroo 
Point Rovers 1 v Logan City Kings 1, Uni of Qld 2 
v Brisbane Toro 0, Clairvaux 1 y Souths 5, Park 
Ridge 0 v Pine Hills 4, Wilston 3 vy Acacia Ridge 3 


Metro 2 
Grange Thistle 0 v Newmarket 0, Brighton 2 v 
Mooroondu 1, Ridge Hills 0 v The Gap 3, Regents 
Park 11 v Brisbane Wolves 4, Old Bridge 1 y Pine 


Metro 3 
Bayside United 0 vy Taringa Rovers 5, Kangaroo 
Point Rovers 0 y Logan City Kings 0, Uni of Qld 3 
v Brisbane Toro 4, Clairvaux 3 v Souths 3, Park+| 
Ridge 1 y Pine Hills 5, Wilston 2 y Acacia Ridge 1 


Metro 4 
Eastern Suburbs 0 y North Pine 2, Bethania Rams 
2v Annerley 3, Brisbane Strikers 0) v Brisbane Force 
3, The Gap 1 v Newmarket 3, Peninsula Power 4 v 
‘Westem Spirit 1, Regents Park 0 v Grange Thistle 7 


Metro 5 
Newmarket d Ipswich Knights on forfeit, 
Southside Eagles 1 v Woodridge 3, Mt Gravatt 2 v 
Ipswich City 2, Albany Creek | v Beenleigh 1, 
Ridge Hills 4 v Slacks Creek 2, Old Bridge 1 y 
Redlands 1 


Metro 6 
Albany Creek 4 y Brisbane Wolves 1, Rocklea 
United 7 v Beenleigh 0, Clairvaux 1 y Slacks Creek 
2, Oxley 6-v Capalaba2, Grange Thistle 6 v Easter 
Suburbs], Mooroondu 0 v Westem Spirit 0 


Metro 7 
Brisbane Toro 2 vy Kangaroo Point Rovers 2, 
Regents Park 2 v Moggill 6 
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Frankston buckle Cannons 


By Nick Dennis 


were with- 
out several injured 
players, and had lost 


two defenders to a Victorian 
Institute of Sport tour 
match down in Tasmania. 

Coming up against one of 
the competition front-runners 
in Oakleigh, still smarting 
from their unlucky loss the 
previous week against South 
Melbourne and keen to make 
amends, it looked like the 
Pines might be in for a long 
hard day at the office. 

However on a very warm 
Saturday evening, Frankston 
put on a brave, committed 
and entertaining performance 
against their more fancied 
‘opponents. 

Somewhat surprisingly, for 
a team supposedly with their 
backs to the wall, Frankston 
coach Stan Webster sent out a 
very attacking formation, 
with winger Matt Durand 
playing forward alongside 
Nick Waite and Mirza Pedic 
to create a three-pronged 
attack. With the Frankston 
midfielders also looking to 


Frankston Pines .... - 
Oakleigh Cannons .. . 


Fawkner/Whitllesea 


Green Gully Cavaliers .... 


Bentleigh Greens . . 
Sunshine Georgies . 


Bulleen Zebras . . 
Heidelberg United ... 


Melboume Knights .. . 
Played Monday 


push forward, Oakleigh from 
the start were struggling to 
contain the opposition... 

In the tenth minute, 
Durand laid the ball off for 
Waite but his powerful shot 
blasted over the bar. 

Then ten minutes later 
Waite provided a cross from 
the left and two. Frankston 
players were left unmarked at 
the near post. Cam Leopold 
flicked it in to give the Pines 
an early goal lead. 

Oakleigh were not without 
early opportunities against the 
makeshift Frankston defence. 
Simon Webster, normally 4 
midfielder for the Pines, was 
given the marking role on 
Oakleigh’s Juan Nilo, and 
was finding the tricky veteran. 
a handfal to contain. 

‘Twice Nilo gave his mark- 

er the slip only to fire the ball 
straight into the keeper's 
arms. 
The Cannons’ Anthony 
Pelikan was also looking dan- 
gerous; one curling shot from 
him was only just deflected 
from goal by defender Billy 
Armour. 

Not long after, Pelikan’s 


South Melbourne v Altona Magic 
Essendon Royals v Preston Lions 


DDER 


Pts 


South Melbourne 
Green Gully Cavs 
Sunshine Georgies 
Heidelberg United 
Frankston Pines 
Altona Magic 
Oakleigh Cannons 
Preston Lions 
Essendon Royals 
Melbourne Knights 
Si. Albans Sainis 
Bullen Zebras 
Fawkner-Whittlesea 
Bentleigh Greens 
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dangerous ball across the face 
of the goal evaded the keeper 
but unfortunately for the 
Cannons Steve Panopoulos 
arrived a split second too late 
to connect for a certain goal. 

In the 35th minute, a bad 
defensive error coughed up 
the ball to Frankston’s 
Dorand just on the edge of the 
box, leaving him one-on-one 
with Oakleigh keeper, Stuart 
Webster. 

Webster did well to block 
Durand’s initial shot, only for 
the rebound to fall again to 
Durand who this time made 
no mistake to put Frankston 
two-nil ahead. 

‘Frankston were now play- 
ing with great confidence 
while Oakleigh looked shell- 
shocked. 

Five minutes before the 
break, Cannons coach 
Michael Chatzitrifonas made 
a tactical substitution, bring- 
ing on George Goutzioulis to 
add some further spark to 
their attack, 

The move almost paid 
immediate dividends when 
Goutzioulis created a golden 
opportunity for Nilo, who 


By Nick Dennis 


Heidelberg Utd 2 
Melbourne Knights 1 


I | era came from 

i to defeat 
Melbourne Knights in a 
scrappy, mistake-ridden 
game at the Olympic Village 
on Sunday evening. 

The Knights got off to a 
flying start, scoring in the 
opening minutes when across 
from Nevan Antic found an 
unmarked Tomi Razov at the 
far post to slot the ball home. 

From that point on 
Heidelberg had a mountain of 
possession. But their tactics 
of playing ambitious long 
balls across and down the 
field to open up space were 
undone by poor execution. 

The Melbourne Knights 
were also playing uninspiring 
football; and as the game 
wore on their play became 
increasingly nervous and 
unconfident. 

If you allow the opposition 
enough possession, as the 
Knights were allowing 
Heidelberg, then eventually 
something,s got to give, and 
the inevitable equaliser came 
in the 65th minute, set up by 
substitute Yusuf Yusuf's cross 
and finished by Veton 
Koréarevski. 

Melbourne Knights had 
clung to their Jead for just 
over an hour, and now they 
were desperately clinging toa 
draw. 

It looked ‘like they might 
just bang in there, only for a 
calamitous defensive error in 
the dying minutes. 


Heidelberg had played along 


somehow from two metres 
out managed to sky the ball 
over the bar. 

At the half-time break 
Chatzitrifonas made a further 
substitution, bringing on the 
attacking Xhezair Sulemani. 

In a frantic opening five 
minutes to the half, Sulemani 
with a strong run towards the 
box drew a foul then took his 
own free kick which narrowly 
sailed over the bar. 

Atthe other end of the field 
Durand, having a superb 
game, beat the offside trap to 
break into the clear, but his 
shot went wide. 

‘The football then went up 
the other end again, Oakleigh 
won another free kick, the 
ball was played into the box 
and Goutzioulis headed it into 
the net to get Oakleigh’s first 
goal. 

In the 65th minute, 
Chatzitrifonas brought on his 
star new signing, striker Peter 
Kakos, Oakleigh’s attack-at- 
all-costs approach seemed to 
backfire. when Frankston hit 
them on the break. From a 
comer, Simon Webster was 
left unmarked and hooked the 


ball into the box, keeper 
Adrian Cagalj came off his 
line but failed to catch the 
ball, and a lurking Con 
Boutsianis snuck in to score 
Heidelberg’s last minute win- 
ner. 


St Albans 1 
Bulleen Zebras 0 


it Albans coach Srecko 
Baresic paid the price 
during the week for the 
team’s mediocre start to the 
season and became the sea- 
sons first coaching casual- 


ty. 

Experienced players Vinko 
Buljubasic and Marijan 
Vunderl have taken the 
coaching reins while the club 
looks for a replacement, with 
an appointment expected to 
beannounced within days. 

As so often happens, 4 
coaching change can act as a 
wake-up call for the players, 
and St Albans to their credit 
responded with a hard-fought 
one-nil victory over the reign- 
‘ing premiers. 

Mark Paleka scored the in 
the first half to give St Albans 
a deserving lead, and the 
defence marshalled by keep- 
er-coach Marijan Vunderl 
held the Bulleen attack at bay. 

‘The win enables St Albans 
to overtake the struggling 
‘Zebras on the ladder. 


Fawkner/Whittlesea 0 
Green Gully 1 


lawkner can consider 
themselves unlucky 
after butchering numerous 
goal-scoring chances and 
coming up against a goal- 
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ball in to take Frankston to a 
commanding 3-1 lead with 
just twenty minutes to go. 
But the game was far from 
over; in the 70th minute 
Kakos, when it appeared 
nothing was on, struck ¢ pow- 
erful ball from 25 metres out 
that beat the Frankston keeper 
Marko Sutalo, and Oakleigh 
‘were just a goal down again, 
Suddenly — Frankston’s 
hard-eamed victory was 
under serious threat. In quick 
succession, Sutalo pushed 
away a shot from Nilo, then 
pulled off a superb save to 
deny Goutzioulis, drive. 

But in the aftermath, Nilo 
was red-carded for needlessly 
challenging the keeper when 
he was on the ground, and 
again the game’s momentum 
shifted. 


‘Young Frankston substitute 
Jamie McMinimee could 
have sealed the game for the 
Pines in the last five minutes 
when he stole the ball off 
Oakleigh defender Antun 
Kovacic. 

He rounded the keeper but 
dwelled on the ball a fraction 
too long, and a desperate 


keeper at the top of his 
game in Pasi Schwalger. 
Green Gully,s goal was 
scored by ex-Knights winger 
Joey Rahjer. The victory 
takes them level with South 
Melbourne at the top of the 
table at the time of going to 
press, with South still having 
a game in hand, In contrast, 
Fawkner’s loss now plunges 
them into the relegation zone 


Bentleigh Greens 1 
Sunshine Georgies 3 


entleigh’s horror season 

continued, as this time 
they were handed a foot- 
balling lesson from newly- 
promoted Sunshine George 
Cross. 


It’s Bentleigh’s fourth loss 
in a row, and the fourth time 
in just six games that they’ve 
conceded three or more goals. 

Bentleigh took an early 
lead through Manny Karas, 
and probably should have 
scored one or two more, then 
Sunshine began to dominate, 
and with goals to Terry 
Antoniadis and Edoardo 
Soares went into the break 
two-one up. 

Sunshine had an opportu- 
nity for a third through a 
penalty, but Georgies striker 
Marinos Gasparis missed 
from the spot. However, sub- 
stitute Christopher Greechan 
scored the sealer. 


Kovacic redeemed himself 
with a goal-saving tackle, 

McMinimee was presented 
with another chance a couple 
of minutes later but his shot 
‘was just diverted against the 
bar by keeper Webster. 

Then Pines’ new signing 
Michael Kathopoulos, com- 
ing on as a late substitution, 
also found himself one-on- 
one with Webster. 

Webster charged out, 
stopped the shot but was 


Con Boutsianis was Heidelberg United's hero 
scoring a late goal that defeated the Melbourne 
Knights last weekend 


judged to have handled the 
ball outside the area, and 
given a red card to end.a mis- 
erable day for the keeper 
against his former club, 
Oakleigh was left to play 
out the remaining couple of 
minutes with only nine men. 
Goutzioulis took on the keep- 
ing duties, actually stopped 
the resulting free kick with 
his feet, before the final whis- 
tle was blown on an eventful 
and very entertaining game. 
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ross 


light has shone on the New 
South Wales Premier League for 
all the wrong reasons in the aftermath 
of last weekend’s crowd disturbance at 
Edensor Park. 
‘The trouble temporarily overshadowed 
one of the most exciting finales to a sea~ 
son. With a $35,000 first prize up for 


Tenses 


gzabs between three teams, this weekend 
the competition will be fierce as places in 
and around the top eight are decided. 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles and 
Blacktown City Demons are locked in a 
two-team battle to decide the premiership 
winner, with the Eagles holding the 
advantage on goal difference. If the 
White Eagles can beat Rockdale on 
Saturday night, they’ll win their first pre- 
miership trophy in six years, but if they 


draw or lose they’ll open the door for 
either Blacktown City or Sydney United 
to sneak through. 

The Demons play host to the much 
improved Wollongong Wolves and will 
need to win and hope the sixth-placed 
Suns can hold the White Eagles. Then 
there is Sydney United. If either side slips 
they are lurking just three points behind, 
but need to beat the Saints away to have 
any chance. 


Strikers, Tallan Martin of Bonnyrigg (left) and Pablo Cardozo of Sydney United (right) will both be reas to 
add fo their tally of seven goals this season in Saturday's final round 
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Warren 


BLACKTOWN AND BONNYRIGG 
_ BATTLE FOR TOP SPOT 


[WINTER 


‘All matches in the final round kick off 
at 7pm Saturday night, ensuring a roller- 
coaster ride for players, coaches and fans 
as the premiership story unfolds. 

At the end of this weekend the league 
will go into a one-week recess where the 
draw for the second round will be con- 
ducted. The second phase of the season is 
divided into the Championship Group 
(top eight) and the Challenger Group 
(bottom eight). The top four of the 
Championship Group go to the finals, the 
top one of the Challenger Group wins the 
“wild card" 


VETERANS 
TRIGGER 
EAGLES 
SURGE 


Four weeks ago they were in second 
last spot and fading fast, but this Saturday 
night the new-look Parramatta Eagles 
will be playing Sydney Olympic with a 
spotin the top eight Championship Group 
on the line. 

‘Three straight wins have tumed the 
Eagles from feather dusters into roosters, 
their renaissance due in no small part to 
two wily veterans, Steve Karavatakis and 
Angelo Petratos. Unwanted by bottom 
side Sydney Crescent Star, Eagles coach 
Trevor Morgan moved quickly to snap up 
the pair just before the transfer deadline 
and their inclusion has quite simply been 
a revelation. Karavatakis has scored in 
every one of his three matches, while 
Petratos has been moved into the defence, 
which has conceded just two goals since 
his arrival. 

“We are genuinely excited over what 
we are doing here,” said Karavatakis. 
“Who would have thought that 
Parramatta Eagles would be a top eight 
side, but here we are putting all those 
doubters to shame.” 

While the Eagles eye off a coveted top 
eight spot, spare a thought for Marconi. 
The former glamour side of the old 
National League competition have not 
won a match for seven weeks and are still 
anchored inside the bottom three. Former 
national team coach Les Scheinflug will 
face the second half of the season with 
the very real threat of relegation hanging 
over his head, 


---MINSIDE.--- 


Tyres Cup 
used In these pages are the copyright of SOCCER NSW 
To purchase any photos, please email info@soccernsw.com.au 


SUPER 
LEAGUE 
HEADLINES 


@Hajduk smashes Rage 


for six 


@De Jesus notches hat 
trick for Dulwich Hill 


@Sutherland and 
Sydney University set the 
pace 


@Canterbury-Marrick- 
ville wins ‘Greek derby’ 


WOMEN 


@Chouchair bags sec- 


ond hat trick in two games 
for UNSW. 
@McClymont scores 


four as Bathurst nets nine. 


@Four teams on maxi- 
mum points after two 
rounds 


@Winning start for 
Macarthur 


SEE PAGE 15 FOR 
MORE DETAILS 
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Sydney United relinquished top spot 
on the competition table for the first time 
this season with a disappointing 2-1 loss 
to Bonnyrigg White Eagles. In front of 
an electric crowd, United ran out of legs 
in the second half and allowed teenager 
Mickey Simonovic to score an 82nd 
minute goal to give Bonnyrigg the 
match, 


ROCKDALE . ood 
BLACKTOWN 2 
Blacktown City are still in the unt for 
another premiership trophy after defeat- 
ing Rockdale City Suns 2-1 at St. George 


Jong periods, but can thank the league’s 
leading scorer Adam Kwasnik and Tony 
Faria for a couple of individual goals that 
got them over the line. 


MARCONI . 
st GEORGE . . 
Perth Glory coach Steve anes 
flew 10,000kms to take in the Marconi y 
St. George game that ended in a2-2 draw 
at Marconi Stadium, McMahon was par- 
ticularly interested in the performance of 
Stallions striker Jay Lucas, who scored a 
goal and had a busy match, as the 
Stallions snapped a four-game losing 
streak to pick up their first point under 
new coach Les Scheinflug. 


Manly United EC. stepped out onto 
the pitch as a lean mean fighting machine 
when they ended Central Coast’s top 
eight hopes with a 3-2 win on Saturday 
night at Cromer Park. Eight of Manly’s 
first grade squad, including coach Phil 
Moss, shaved their heads on Friday rais- 
ing money for Leukaemia research 
before donning the boots and picking up 
three points which takes them out of the 
relegation zone for now. 


3 


Jj 
Parramatta Eagles striker Steve 
Karavatakis scored one of the goals of 
the season to torpedo any chance his old 
side A PLA -Leichhardt had of staking a 
claim for the premiership trophy. 
Karavatakis led from the front in the 3-1 


Stadium. The Demons rode their luck for _ 


Blacktown 


sharpshooter Adam Kwasnik (right) leads the league with 


14 goals heading into the final round before the Champlonship series 


win, which sets up a showdown with 
Sydney Olympic next weekend for a top 
eight spot. 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC . weed 
=i 

Penrith iNevced United striker Luke 
‘Tomich netted a late winner to give the 
“mountain men’ a much needed three 
poiats in their clash with Sydney 
Olympic. The 2-1 win snaps Penrith’s 
damaging three-game losing streak, but 
still leaves the club with a relegation 
struggle. 


WOLLONGONG . +2 
BANKSTOWN . nisl! 

‘The Wollongong “Wolves palled off 
the shock of the round, knocking over 
Bankstown City Lions 2-1 at John 
Crehan Park. 

Goals from Adam Hughes and Nick 
Stayroulakis awarded the Wolves their 
fourth win of the season. 

Regardless of next week’s result the 
Wolves will still stay in the bottom eight, 
where they'll have former National 
League giants Marconi for company. 


SYDNEY CRESCENT STAR ....1 
BLUE DEVILS . 

‘The Blue Devils po 
of the season, thrashing bottom ees 
Sydney Crescent Star 4-1. 

Ina largely one sided match, the Blue 
Devils put another nail in the coffin of 
Crescent Star, who are now the odds-on 
favourite to take home the dreaded 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 
ROUND 15 FIXTURES 


SATURDAY 19 MARCH 


For late venue kick-off changes please check Soccer NSW website www.soccernsw.com.att 


ROUND 14 RESULTS 


FIRST GRADE: Rockdale City Suns 1 (R Plesa 17’) Blacktown City 
Demons 2 (A Kwasnik 9', T Faria 75'), Marconi Stallions 2 (J Lucas 1', L Carle 
46 Penalty) St George Saints 2 (I Zelic 63', A Wawi 67’), Manly United FC 3 (O 
Dincer 30', B Groves 41', R Williams 50') Central Coast United FC 2 (P Haynes 
42/80), Sydney Crescent Star 1 (F Umlil 40m penalty) Blue Devils 4 (D Wells 
5/44", S Hayes 49”, R Cattanach 53’), Wollongong Wolves 2 (A Hughes 25’, N 
Stavroulakis 80") Bankstown City Lions 1 (N Arrarte 1”), Sydney United 1 (M 
Jedinak 2m) Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 (B Conde 42’, M Simonovic 86’), 
Sydney Olympic 1 (J Sama 12’) Penrith Nepean United 2 (L O'Connell 65°, L 
‘Tomich 82’), Parramatta Eagles 3 (S Karavatakis 32’, A Kane 52’, R Cardozo 
75’) AP.LA.-Leichhardt Tigers 1 (N Moulds 60m). 

GRADE 20: Rockdale City Suns 0 Blacktown City Demons 2 (K Chun 6', 
D D’Apuzzo 76’), Marconi Stallions 5 (R Reyes 11/15/51’, D Miller 30', B Diite 
46) St George Saints 0, Manly United FC 5 (J Korocz 32', A Short 52', J Funnell 
66', N Sama 73, A Frith 82') Central Coast United FC 0, Sydney Crescent Star 
1 Ala 69’) Blue Devils 0, Wollongong Wolves 4 Bankstown City Lions 1, 
Sydney Olympic 1 (A Bableta 66’) Penrith Nepean United 4 (M Noro 6’, D 
Storey 34/46", P Somogyi 53'), Parramatta Eagies 2 (E Berger 37m D Bonne 
53") A.PLA-Leichhardt Tigers 1(R Younis 9”). _ 

RESCHEDULED FIXTURES 

GRADE 20: Sydney Olympic 0 AIS 3 (N Rukavytsya 55', D Thornton 83', 
F Comandari 88’). FROM ROUND 7: GRADE 20; A.PI.A.-Leichhardt 
Tigers 0 Sydney United 4 (M Thompson 34’, L Glavas 65/83', S Mort 80), 


TOP GOALSCORERS 


As at Sunday 13th March 2005, 
14 Adam Kwasnik (BCD), 
11 Nick Bosevski (RCS), 


10 Robbie Cattanach (BD), 

8 Peter Haynes (CCU) 

7 Labinot Haliti (SU), Tallan Martin (BWE), Pablo Cardozo (SU) 
6 Tlija Prenzoski (CCU/RCS), Shane McGirr (WW), Tony Faria 
(BCD), Steve Karavatakis (SCS/PE) 


Blacktown City Demons 

Sydney United 

APA. Leichhardt Tigers 

Bankstown City Lions 

Rockdale City Suns 

St George Saints 

Sydney Olympic 

Parramatta Eagles 

Wollongong Wolves. 

Central Coast United 

Blue Devils 

Manly United FC 

Penrith Nepean United 

Marconi Stallions 

Sydney Crescent Star 10 
1 Sydney Crescent Star adjusted -2 points 


“NBOHREDHMABIVCOS 
OYMMHDRYANYORROAUNDD 
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F 

30 
Ki 
33 
13 
16 
25 
24 
21 
20 
7 
24 
Bs) 
15 
22 
20 
19 


Marconi Stallions 
‘Sydney Olympic 
Australian Institute of Sport 
‘Sydney United 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Manly United FC 
Central Coast United 
Wollongong Wolves 
Penrith Nepean United 
Parramatta Eagles 
Blacktown City Demons 
Blue Devils 
‘St George Saints 
AP.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bankstown City Lions 
Rockdale City Suns 
Sydney Crescent Star 

1 Sydney Crescent Star Soa -1 point _. 
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By Paul Goodwin 


urging Parramatta Eagles contin- 

ued their recent strong form in 

beating top four side A.PIA- 
Leichhardt Tigers 3-1 at Melita 
‘Stadium last Sunday. 

With the prospect of remaining in con- 
tention for a place in the top eight section 
of the league, were they to win and 
should other results go their way, there 
was no stopping the Eagles, who were the 
hungrier team from the start. 

Faltering a little from time to time, the 
home side eventually overcame their 
sluggishness to record their third straight 
victory. 

They were inspired by a spectacular 
opening goal from one of their legends, 
Steve Karavatakis, who had been at 
APLA. twice before, as well as being a 
popular player for the Eagles in the past. 
He is now enjoying a great renaissance at 
Melita Stadium, at the age of 35, averag- 
ing a goal a game. 

‘Together with the 37- year- old defend- 
er, Angelo Petratos, who has given the 
Parramatta side so much renewed assur- 


ance at the back, the Eagles have enjoyed 
a much happier time of things over the 
concluding weeks of the first stage of this 
season's Premier League competition. 

APIA. had patches when they looked 
capable of punishing Parramatta for fail- 
ing to snap up some gilt-edged chances, 
especially in the first half. In the end, the 
visitors did not take their chances and had 
no luck with rulings from the officials. 

“We thought that Norman Tome scored 
two good goals,” A.PI.A. coach Les De 
Celis said. 

“One was over the line and play was 
waved on after the keeper clawed the ball 
back, and a good header was called off- 
side after Tome had made a run from very 
deep. 
“Having said all that, the team played 
poorly today and we didn’t deserve to 
win?” 


Eagles’ coach Trevor Morgan was elat- 
ed after the win, especially when he heard 
that Sydney Olympic had lost and the 
chance of moving above the eight team 
cut-off line is in his team’s own hands 
next Saturday night when Olympic are 
the visitors to Melita Stadium. 


ST 


ae 


Parramatta Eagles 


A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt 


“We have been playing so much better 
since the new players came in, to give my 
other players some added confidence,” 
Morgan said. 

“Even if we only draw next week — and 
I think we can win — I will still be proud 
of the boys for what they have done.” 

While the goal from Karavatakis was a 
piece of individual brilliance there was a 
bit more to the Eagles’ second. 

‘Andy Kane, having one of his better 
games, managed to beat APILA.’s new 
keeper, former Royal Antwerp custodian 
Marc Van Leemput, with a low drive that 
took a slight deflection. 

Richie Cardozo was out of luck a few 
times in the game, early on, failing to 
make the most of chances, but was 
always involved in the thick of the action. 
He scored the third goal in the 75th 
minute. 

APIA. had pulled a goal back and 
caused a few Eagles’ hearts to flutter in 
the 60th minute, when the home side 
dropped their intensity for « short period. 

A Jimmy Nikas comer, from the right, 
was easily headed home by Nathan 
Moulds, unmarked on the penalty spot. 

Five minutes later Tome’s glancing 
header went just over the bar and he then 
had a goal ruled out for offside. 

The Eagles worked hard to regain con- 
trol of the game and did so in the 75th 
minute. 

Michael Brown, who worked hard all 
game, in behind the striking pair of Kane 
and Karayatakis, twice tried shots that the 
APLA. keeper first beat away and then 
had blocked by a defender, 


who blasted the ball home from close 
range to atone for some earlier misses 

Cardozo could have had a second in 
the 83rd minute, but Van Leemput made a 
great one-handed save to deny him. 

In the 78th minute A.PILA. skipper, 
Robbie Stanton, expertly threaded the 
ball through to Aaron Burgess, whose 
shot looked goalbound, but the ball came 


back off the inside of the right hand _ 


upright to be gathered by the keeper, 
Peter Munsie. 

‘Twice more near the end, the Tigers 
went close with shots that went just over 
the bar and were cleared off the line. 

The Eagles lived dangerously towards 
the end as the visitors threw everyone for- 
ward in an attempt to salvage something 
from the game. 

‘As for APLA., they will need to 
regroup before their last game of the 
series down in Canberra, with De Celis 
promising changers to their line-up. 


(S Keravatakis $2’, A Kane 52. 
# Cardozo 75) 


WHO’S HOT: Michael Brown 
was a tireless worker in the midfield 
for Parramatta and gave tremendous 
support to the front runners, winning 
the ball for them and providing some 
excellent distribution for most of the 
game. 


WHO'S NOT: Peter Peralta came 
off early in the second half for the 
Tigers, one of a number of APIA. 
players who failed to fire on this occa- 
sion, 


X-FACTOR: The knowledge that 
a win could propel them to a late 
charge into the top eight was all the 
encouragement Parramatta Eagles 
needed to out-play their illustrious 
opponents here. 


Parramatta’s Michael Brown worked tirelessly in the midfield in the win 


over A.P.LA. 


a -~. GRADE 12 BOYS PREMIERS - Sydney Magic 
(ey GRADE 12 BOYS CHAMPIONS - Ryde City 
SOCCER Gunners 
GRADE 12 BOYS - GOALKEEPER OF THE 

Lneeteen YEAR - Josh Ewing (Campbelltown City Quake) 

FUTSAL GRADE 12 BOYS GOLDEN BOOT = David 
TTalevski 30 Goals (Sydney Magic) 

GRADE 14 BOYS PREMIERS - Wester Raiders 

GRADE 14 BOYS CHAMPIONS — Kellyville Commodores 

GRADE 14 BOYS GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR - Jack 
Atkinson (Sydney Magic) 

GRADE 14 BOYS GOLDEN BOOT - Josh Schuman 14 Goals 
(Westem Raiders) 

GRADE 16 GIRLS PREMIERS & CHAMPIONS - Westen 
Raiders 

GRADE 16 GIRLS GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR - Olivia 
Majcan (Dural Warriors) 

GRADE 16 GIRLS GOLDEN BOOT - Samantha Muscat 26 Goals 
(Westem Raiders) 

GRADE 16 BOYS PREMIERS - Sydney City Eagles 

GRADE 16 BOYS CHAMPIONS - Dural Warriors 

GRADE 16 BOYS GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR-- Josh 
Codrington (Dural Warriors) 

GRADE 16 BOYS GOLDEN BOOT - Mark Symington 13 Goals 
(Campbelltown City Quake) 

YOUTH MEN’S STATE LEAGUE PREMIERS - Campbelltown 


City Quake 
YOUTH MEN’S STATE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS - Dural 
‘Warriors 


‘The third time, the ball fell to Cardozo, 


YOUTH MEN’S STATE LEAGUE GOALKEEPER OF THE 
YEAR - Shane Linton (Kellyville Commodores) 

YOUTH MEN’S STATE LEAGUE GOLDEN BOOT - Kris 
Atkinson 11 Goals (Sydney Magic) 

WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE PREMIERS & CHAMPIONS - 
Sydney City Eagles 

WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR 
- Erin Hunter (North West Cougars) 

WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE GOLDEN BOOT - Effie Zanardo 
15 Goals (Penrith Pumas) 

MEN’S STATE LEAGUE PREMIERS - (Sydney City Eagles) 

MEN’S STATE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS - (Ryde City Gunners) 

MEN’S STATE LEAGUE GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR - 
‘Andi Mazzolani (Central Coast Comets) 

MEN’S STATE LEAGUE GOLDEN BOOT - Adrian Vizzari 16 
Goals (Ryde City Gunners) 


CLUB PERSON OF THE YEAR 04/05 


Steven Luburic 
~ Darren Clinckett 


‘Wendy Thomas for services to Futsal in NSW 


GRADE 12 BOYS PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Dimitrios Petratos (Kellyville Commodores) 


GRADE 14 BOYS PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Chris Sherrin (Campbelltown City Quake) 


GRADE 16 GIRLS PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Stephanie Moussa (Dural Warriors) 


GRADE 16 BOYS PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Dale Southern (Ryde City Gunners) 


YOUTH MEN’S STATE LEAGUE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Dean Lockhart (Campbelltown City Quake) 


STATE LEAGUE REFEREE OF THE YEAR 
Scott Kidson 


COACH OF THE YEAR 
Simon Buckingham Under 16 Girls Wester Raiders 


WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Rebecca Nelson (Campbelltown City Quake) 


MEN’S STATE LEAGUE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Chris Dingwall (Kellyville Commodores) 
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SNUFF OUT SUNS 


By Paul Goodwin 


itle chasing Blacktown City rode 
their luck before securing a 2-1 
win over Rockdale City Suns at 
St George Stadium. 

The Suns had long periods waere they 
were on top in the game, but the few 
chances that came Blacktown’s way were 
taken. Rockdale’s striking stars failed to 
fire this time, having averaged two goals 
a game all season. 

Neither Ilija Prenzoski nor Nick 
Bosevski was given a lot of support from 
the midfield, but they did get in scoring 
positions and could not capitalise. 

By contrast, a makeshift Blacktown 
defence held firm and gave nothing away, 
Tan Ferguson was part of a three man 
backline in the second half that was ruth- 
lessly efficient. 

The veteran Scot even managed to get 
forward once to join in the attack, while 
Luke Roodenburg, who began the game 
as a defender, spent long periods of the 
game tidying things up. 

Mark Milligan was a notable absentee 
and Chris Tadrosse has already left for 
the A League. That leaves gaps that are 
hard to fill, but all the Demons worked 
hard as a team to nullify the generally 
very-attacking minded Rockdale side, 
whose only goal came from a thunderbolt 
free kick from defender and skipper 
Richie Plesa. 

Plesa struck from 30 yards out with a 
low drive that Demons’ keeper John 


time gaye Blacktown 
Punch that eventually led to the killer 


Crawley never saw as it crashed into the 
net, 

Crawley had earlier saved well from a 
clever Denis Alilovic free kick in the sec- 
ond minute, but Blacktown was able to 
respond and took a ninth minute lead. 

Tosh Maguire found Naoki Imaya out 
wide on the right and with Rockdale short 
of numbers at the back, Imaya’s low ball 
in to the near post was swept into the net 
by the competition’s top scorer, Adam 
Kwasnik, on the goal line. 

Plesa’s goal in the 17th minute brought 
the game back to an even contest and the 
second half mostly belonged to 
Rockdale. 


Tony Ju on the left drove a good ball to 
the far post for Bosevski, but the striker 
could not connect and in the 74th minute, 
it needed a superb tackle from Jason 
Connolly to deny Bosevski who ran onto 
a Prenzoski pass and appeared set to beat 
Crawley at close range. 

A minute later, Blacktown had the lead 
again. 

Maguire crossed from deep on the 
night and a rare, looping header from 
Tony Faria at the far post, deceived 
Rockdale goalkeeper Steve Minovski as 
it found the roof of the net. 

Rockdale still looked good enough to 
level again, but Prenzoski spooned one 
over the bar in the 79th minute from a 
superb through ball from’ substitute 
Cameron Jones. 

Imaya also finished the game off well 
for the Demons with a strong shot on the 
final whistle that the Rockdale keeper did 
well to claim. 

Sound defence, discipline throughout 
and solid teamwork and cohesion were 
the keynotes of Blacktown’s win. They 
had more to play for than the Suns, whose 
position in the top eight was already 
secure and whose title aspirations were 
already snuffed out. 


Rockdale’s Ryan Jones (right) attempts to keep possession under pressure from Blacktown’s 
Jason Connolly 
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Rockdale captain Richard Plesa celebrates his goal against Blacktown 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 
(FR Plesa 17) 


BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS ....2 
(A Kwasnik 9, T Fariz 75") 
@St George Stadium, Rockdale, 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS: 

Coach; van Petkovic 

Formation: 4-4-2 

Line-up: Stevo Minovshi ~ Potor Apolavei, 
Richard Plesa.(C), Scutt Bailie, Tony Ju 
Fiobbie Gomez, Max Sevares (Cameron 
Jonas 61), Paul Bilokapic, Dens Allovic 
(Ryan Jones 81) - llija Pronzoski, Nick 
Bosevski 


‘Subs not used: Ricardo Palrizi, Michael 
Cindric, Jammy Agchner 


BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS: 
‘Coach: Brian Brown 
Formation: 3-5-2 


Line-up: John Crawley (C) - Damien Foxe, 
Yan Ferguson, Paul Karbon - Luke 
Roodenbarg, Jason Connally, Naoki imaya, 
Josh Maguire, Stewart Petia - Tony Faria, 
‘Adam Kwasnix {Stephen Kayes 80) 

Subs not used: Brody Crane, Dahi Falcon, 
‘Angelo Martino, Brendan Maroney 


Referee: Alex Gi 

Assistant Referees; Dom Filipovic and 
Grzig O'Neill 

Fourth Official: Nik Radic 

Yellow Cards: Rockdale City Suns: Paul 
Bllokapic 95 Blacklown City Demons: lan 
Ferguson 78, Jason Connolly 85 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE ACTION 


_ ANGRY ARAMBASIC 
PROMISES RESHUFFLE 


By Greg Stock 


ydney United coach Zlatko 

Arambasic has vowed to make 

several changes to his side in the 
wake of his team’s poor second half in 
a torrid clash with local rivals 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles. 

Leading 1-0 going into first balf stop- 
page time, United were made to pay 
dearly for a catalogue of missed chances 
and now look likely to miss out on the 
coveted premiership trophy. 

“[ am terribly disappointed at our 
complacency and I am going to make a 
number of key changes starting this 
week,” said Arambasic. “Every team 
who plays us must fancy their chances 
to score a couple of goals against us and 
we need to change things around here if 
we are to get ourselves back on track.” 

Arambasic was particularly scathing 

|) on his strikers who were wasteful, 
squandering any number of chances to 
extend the lead. After Mile Jedinak nod- 
ded home a second minute Matthew 
Langdon free kick, United took all bar a 
stranglehold on the match launching 
raid after raid on the hapless White 
Eagles. Goalkeeper Glen Moss pulled 
off a string of saves to deny the home 
side and it wasn’t until the later stages 
of the first half that the visitors ventured 
forward with any certainty. Ballamadou 
Conde set up an action packed second 


balf when he equalised in the dying 
stages of the half with a deft header 
from a Vuko Tomasevic corner. 

Despite making some tactical substi- 
tutions, the combination of heat and an 
expectant crowd took their toll on 
United who slowed to a walk inside the 
last 20 minutes, gifting teenager Micky 
Simonovic a winner. Exploiting the lack 
of pace in the United defence, 
Simonovic combined with man-of-the- 
match Tallan Martin to bury a left foot 
drive which left the army of home fans 
stunned. 

“Full credit to Bonnyrigg, they were 
fitter, faster and deserved the result,” 
said Arambasic. “They played with 
more venom in the second half — they 
wanted to win and we fell apart.” 

Amongst his litany of concerns, 
Arambasic also has to reshuffle his start- 
ing lineup and elected to drop influential 
midfielder Anthony Doumanis to the 
bench after he spent the week trialling at 
Sydney F.C. While Bonnyrigg coach 
Joha Turner was without the injured 
Michael Hawrysiuk, a brilliant cameo 
performance from Martin set up the sec- 
ond half winner which has Bonnyrigg 
poised to collect their first premiership 
trophy in six years. 

“This is one of the best wins we have 
had as a club,” said Turner. 

“Everything was against us today — 


the heat, the fans, the atmosphere, 


everything, and the boys dug themselves 


out of a hole and got the win.” 


{hile to live upto bic nickrame of the 
“excitement machine’ with a subdued 


X-FACTOR: “Tatlin Mastin 


Martin's speed and skill blew. a tired 
United defence apart in the second 


Sydney United goalscorer Mile Jedinak (left) pictured here tussling for the ball with a Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles opponent 


Jubilant Bonnyrigg players celebrate a goal in their win over 
Sydney United 
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REMIER STATE & 


ROUND 2 

GRADE 20: Sycney University 5 Northem Tigers 
4,Westem Rage 1 Halduk Wanderers United 4, 
Canterbury Marrickvile 0 Stanmore Hawks 1, FC 
Bossy Liverpool 1 Hurstvile ZSC 1, Dutwich Hill 1 
Macarthur Rams 2, Hurstville City Ninotaurs 0 Fraser 
Park Dragons 5, Fairfield Bulls 1 Suherland Sharks 3, 


Hajduk Wanderers United 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Suthertand Sharks 

FC Bossy Liverpocl 
Hurstville SC 


had DevaDaRNEESe 


FIRST GRADE: His Brumbies 0 White City 1 (8 
Giigorevic 75), Blacktown Spartans 0 Mt Druitt Town § 
(P Fatac 4/23' N Varess. 17/88’ N Marvello 26), 
Fairfield City Lions 4 (S Erel S080, Y Ekinci 41', A 
Catinay 70) Inter Lions 4 (L Wright 47), Gladesvide 
Spirit FC 0 Mt Pritchard 2(@ Orcajo 25, J Vella 75), 
Bathurst 75 1 (R Guihot 16 Schofields Scorpions 3 (H 
Merdanovic 2’, S Matayalo 45/531), Belmore Hercules 3 
(G King 40, T Parker 48/83") Ryde City 2 (Own goal 
31', S Biviano 84), 


GRADE 20: Hills Brumbies 2 White City 1, 
Blackiown Spartans 4 Mt Druitt Town 4, Fairfield City 
ons 0 Inter Lions 1, Gladesvile Spit FC 0 Mt 
Pritchard 3,Bathurst 75 0 Schofields Scorpions 9, 
Belmore Hercules 1 Ryde Cy 3. 
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Hills Brumbies 
‘Camden Tigers 
Ryde City 
Blacktown Spartans 
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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION 
GRADE 


Ryde City 

Mi Phtchard 

Inter Lions 
Blacktown Spartans 
Schofiekds Scorpions 
Camden Tigers 
Fairfield City Lions 
Hills Brumbies 

Mt Dnt Town 
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(U12: NSW Koalas 4 Macarthur Rams 0, Southem 
Branch 3 Marconi Stalions 0, Suthattand Association 0 
Manly United FC 0, Central Coast United FC 0 Pensith 
Nopean United 2, Gladesvile Ravens 0 Sydney 
University 2, UNSW Soccer Club 2 Blacktown 
‘Association 1, Bathurst City 1 Norther Tigers 1. 


U14: NSW Koalas 3 Macarthur Rams 4, Southem 
Branch 1 Marconi Stalbons 1, Sutherland Association 3 
Manly United FC 1, Central Coast United FC 0 Penrith 
Nepean United 5, Gladesvile Ravens 1 Sydney 
University 2, UNSW Soccer Clb 1 Blacktown 
‘Association 1, Bathurst City 5 Northen Tigers 0. 


Ut6: NSW Koalas 3 Macarthur Rams 0, Southem 
Branch 1 Marconi Staions 1, Suherand Assocation 1 
Manly United FC 1, Central Coast United FC 1 Penrith 
Nepean United 2, Gladesville Ravens 4 Sydney 
University 0, UNSW Soccer Clb 0 Blacktown 
‘Associaton 0, Bathurst Gay 3 Northem Tigers 0, 
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Arrive alive GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: RD 2: 


Sutherland Association 
St George Saints 
Penrith Nepean United 
Macarthur Rams 
Bathurst City Panthers 
Notthem Tigers 

NW Sydney Koalas 
Glatesvile Ravens 
Manly United FC 
Central Coast United 
Syeney University 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: 
ROUND 2: 

GRADE 13: Bankstown City Cubs 2 Wollongong 
Wolves 1, ALLA. Leichhardt Tigers 3 Manly United FC 
0, Blacktown City 4 Hajduk Wanderers Utd 0, Marconi 
Stallions 4 St George Saints 0, Macarthur Rams 3 
‘Sydney Olympic 2, Parramatta Eagles 4 Sydney United 
0, Giadesvill Spit FC 6 Suthertand Sharks 1. 

GRADE 14: Bankstown City Cubs 1 Wollongong 
Wolves 0, AP.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 1 Manly United FC 
3, Blackown Cty 1 Hajduk Wanderers Utd 0, Marconi 
Stallions 2 St George Saints 0, Macarthur Rams 0 
Sydney Olympic 0, Parramatta Eagles 3 Sydney United 
2, Gladesvile Spict FC 0 Sutherand Sharks 2. 

GRADE 15: Bankstown City Cubs 11 Wollongong 
Wolves 2, AP.LA, Leichharct Tigers 0 Manly United FC 
4, Blacktown City 2 Hajduk Wanderers Utd 0, Marconi 
Stallions 3 St George Saints 0, Macarthur Rams 1 
‘Sycney Olympic 2, Parramatta Eagles 1 Sydney United 
1, Gladesvile Spint FC 0 Sutherland Sharks 0. 

GRADE 16: Bankstown City Cubs 1 Wollongong 
Wolves 0, APLA. Leichhardt Tigers 0 Manly United FC 
3, Blackown City 3 Halduk Wanderers Utd 1, Marconi 
Stallions 4 St George Saints 0, Macarthur Rams 2 
‘Sydney Olympic 1, Parramatta Eagles 1 Sycney United 
0, Gladesvile Spit FC 2 Sutherland Sharks 0. 

GRADE 18: Banksiown City Cubs 1 Wollongong 
Wolves 1, APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 2 Manly United FC 
3, Blackown Gity 1 Hajduk Wanderers Utd 1, Marconi 
Stalions § St George Saints 0, Macarthur Rams 2 
‘Sydney Olympic 3, Parramatta Eagles 1 Sydney United 
0, Gladesvite Spit FC 2 Suthertand Sharks 3. 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
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Manly Urited FC 
Marconi Stallions 
Wollongong Wolves 
Sutherland Sharts 

Sydney United 

‘Blacktown City Demons 
Sydney Olympic 

Bankstown City Cubs 

St George Saints 
Parramatta Eagles 
Gladesvile Spit 

Macarthur Rams 

Hajduk Wanderers Utd 
APLA Leichhardt Tigers. 2 


Sutherland Sharks 
St Goorge Saints 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 
GRADE 18 
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Marconi Stallions 
‘Sutherland Sharis 
Parramatta Eagies 
Wollongong Wolves 
Bankstown City Cubs 
Sydney Olympic 

Manly United FC 

‘St George Saints 
Gladesvile Spirit 
‘Sydney United 

Hajduk Wanderess Utd 
Blacktown City Cemons 
Macarthur Rams 
APIA. Leichhanit Tigers 2 
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Bankstown City Cubs 10 
Blackiown Gity 10 
Parramatta Eaghs 10 
Manly United FC 10 
Macarthur Rams 10 
Gladesvile Spint 10 
Sutherland Shares 
Wollongong Wolves 
APIA. Leichhardt 
‘Syenoy United 
‘Sydney Olympic 

St George Saints 
Hajduk Wanderers 


ib 
0 
1 
2 
2 
4 
4 18171 16.00 
4 16133 1400 
5 1520-4 13.00 
5 12142 1.00 
6 14 20-6 10.00 
6 10 16-6 800 
7 9 17-8700 
8 6 32-26000 
8 6 21-1520 
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‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: 
ROUND 2: 


GRADE 13: Hills Brumbies 0 Fraser Park 2, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Southem Branch 1, Dulwich 
Hill 2 Granville Rage 5, Parramatta Star 2 Schofiekis 
‘Scorpions 0, Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Northern Tigers 1, 
‘Central Coast United 0 Penrith Nepean United 0. 


GRADE 14: Hills Brumbies 0 Fraser Park 2, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Southem Branch 2, Dukvich 
Hil 3 Granvila Rage 2, Parramatta Star 3 Schofelds 
Scorpions 1, Bathurst 75 Westem 7 Northem Tigars 1, 
‘Central Coast United 3 Penrith Nepean United 1. 


GRADE 15: Hills Brumbies 0 Fraser Park 2, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 Southem Branch 4, Dubwich 
Hill | Granville Rage 2, Parramatta Stat 1 Schofields 
‘Scorpions 2, Bathurst 75 Westem 3 Northem Tigers 2, 
(Central Coast United 1 Penrith Nepean United 2. 


GRADE 16: Hits Brumbies 1 Fraser Park 0, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3 Southern Branch 0, Dulwich 
Hi 3 Granvile Rage 1, Parramatta Star 1 Schofiokis 
Scorpions 1, Bathurst 75 Westem 1 Northem Tigers 4, 
Central Coast United 0 Penrith Nepean United 3. 


GRADE 18: Hils Brumbies 0 Fraser Park 4, 
‘Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 Southam Branch 1, Dulwich 
Hil 1 Granvile Rage 6, Parramatta Star 2 Schofields 
‘Scompions 0, Bathurst 75 Westem 3 Northem Tigars 2, 
Central Coast United 2 Penrith Nepean United 3. 
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FAD Pts 
21 11 10 19.00 
22 1111 18.00 
25 16 10 18.00 
139 4 17.00 
15 141 16.00 
16 17-1 1500 
18 19-1 14.00 
18 180 13,00 
16 19-3 13.00 
16 27 1211.00 
14 19-5 10.00 
17 31 -149.00 


GRADE 13: Sydney University 2 Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 5, Mt Druitt Town 2 Ryde City 2, Camden 
Tigers 2 Belmore Hercules 4, Rocidale City Suns 1 
‘Blacktown Spartans 1. 

GRADE 14: Sydney University 4 Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 0, Mt Dru Town 2 Ryde Cty 1, Camden 
‘Tigers 1 Belmore Hercules 0, Rockdale City Suns 2 
‘Blacktown Spartans 1. 

GRADE 15: Sydney University 4 Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 0, M& Druitt Town 2 Ryde City 1, Camden 
Tigers 0 Belmore Hercules 5, Rockdale City Suns 3 
‘Blacktown Spartans 2. 

GRADE 18: Sydney University 0 Hursvile City 
‘Minotaurs 5, Mt Druitt Town 0 Ryde Cay 4, Camden 
Tigers 4 Belmore Hercules 1, Rockdale City Suns 1 
‘Blacktown Spartans 0. 


(DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE YOUTH: ROUND 2 
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Rockdale City Suns 
Belmore Hercules 
Sydney University 

Ryde City 

Blacktown Spartans 2 
Mt Druitt Town 2 
‘Camden Tigers z 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 2 


DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE YOUTH: ROUND 
GRADE 16 


Fyce City 
Canden Tigers 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Rockdale City Suns 

Mt Druit Town 

Belmore Hercules 
Sydney University 
Blacktown Spartans 
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13.00 
+100 
10.00 


16 21-5 9.00 
12 18-6 9.00 
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attack METROPOLITAN LEAGUE: ROUND 2: 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE: 

GRADE 11: Blacktown Association 5 Manly 
Warringeh Association 2, Central Coast Association 0 
Ku-ring-gai Association 2, Granville Association 1 
Eastem Suburbs Association 1, Nepean Association 1 
Gladesvile Homsby Association 1, 

GRADE 12: Blacktown Association 2 Manly 
Warringzh Association 0, Central Coast Association 3 
Kusing-gai Association 0, Granville Association 3 
Eastem Suburbs Association 0, Nepean Association 5 
Gladesvile Hornsby Association 2. 


attack METROPOLITAN LEAGUE: ROUND 2: 
‘SOUTHERN CONFERENCE: 

GRADE 11: St George Association 5 Bankstown 
Association 0, Southem Districts Association 1 
Canterbury Association 2, Southem Branch 2 Wawarra 
‘Associaton 2, Sutherland Association 1. Macarthur 
Associaton 1. 

GRADE 12: St George Association 3 Bankstown 
Association 1, Southern Districts Association + 
Canterbury Association 0, Southem Branch 0 Wawarra 
‘Associaton 1, Sutherland Association 1. Macarthur 
‘Association 0. 


attack UNDER 11 METROPOLITAN LEAGUE 


Blacktown Association 
Granville 

Esslem Suburbs 

Marly Waningah 
Ku-Ring-Gai Association 
‘Nepzan Association 
Glacesvile Homsby 
Central Coast Association 
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For full reports 
on 
Yo League 
action, log on to 


soccernsw.com.auinswypy! 


win over a strong Western Rage combi- 
nation at Garside Park Jast Sunday. 

Canterbury-Marrickville also enjoyed a 
first up win, beating Stanmore Hawks 1-0 
at Lambert Park. 

The opening g round fixture between 
Hajduk and Canterbury-Marrickville was 
washed out, but neither team wasted any 
further time getting on the winners list. 

Oftthe teams to have played two games, 
only Sutherland and Sydney University 
have picked up maximum points. 

After accounting for Port Kembla down 
on the South Coast during the week Rage, 
who had drawn their first league match of 
the season, were expected to provide 
strong opposition for the highly rated 
Wanderers side 

‘The first goal came in the fifth minute 
when former Parramatta Eagles and 
Macarthur star, Stephen Chips, made a 
fine run into the box and headed a free 
kick past the Rage keeper Daniel Conway 

Unfortunately, for the Hajduk side, the 
goal didn’t come cheaply for Chipps, as 
the club’s new player was injured in his 
scoring effort and had to make way for 
Brendan Salemeh. 

In the 11th minute Wester Rage went 
close to equalising, when Luciano Berbis, 
froma free kick, curled the ball around the 
wall and Hajduk keeper, Daniel 
‘Schwarzer, had to pull off a brilliant save. 

The second goal for the visitors came in 
the 17th minute when Elsid Barkhousir 
won the ball on the right flank and then 
used his speed to breeze past three defend- 
ers and slot the ball home. 

The third Hajduk goal came in the 22nd 
minute when Tim Gledhill combined well 
with Barkhousir, the latter giving a perfect 
cross to Gledhill who headed the ball over 
the advancing keeper. 

‘The youngster, Barkhousir, wes on fire 
‘on this occasion and provided the Western 
Rage defence with a lot of headaches. 

Just before halftime, the Western Rage 
reserve keeper was sent from the bench for 
verbally abusing the referee. 

Charles Galayini, another 18 year old, 
‘was another to shine for Hajduk and in the 
‘55th minute he hit a screamer from 25 
yards out, but Conway saved well. 

Tn the 65th minute Phil Pyliotis went 
close to reducing the deficit when he hit 
the Wanderers’ crossbar from a free head- 
er, with Schwarzer looking beaten. 

‘The fourth goal, and Gledhill’s second, 
came in the 68th minute, after some great 
work by George Issa. 

Issa passed the ball to Barkhousir who 
then found Gledhill on the edge of the six 
yard box and he was quick to slam the ball 
home. 

That second goal for Gledhill also cost 
him dearly, as he had to be replaced by the 
new signing Marcello Guerrero as after 
scoring, his leg cramped up. 

It wasn’t long, though, before Guerrero 
began to show his skills. When Western 
Rage tried to play the offside game, the 
substitute beat them to it and slotted the 


ball past the helpless keeper. 


Five minutes later Guerrero scored his 
second and the sixth for his team when, 
from a tight angle, he saw his shot wind- 
ing up in the top right comer of the net. 

Missing for Western Rage on this occa- 
sion were three of their more dependable 
senior players, Mauricio Islas, Nenos 
Bobo and Kris Holbrook and the team 
went into the game with a few players car- 
rying knocks for good measure. 

None of that helped their cause, facing 
one of the better performed Super League 
sides Having used up all their fit substi- 
tutes Ray Mandic had to come off and 
with ten men on the field the side was to 


concede two more goals. 


‘The defeat, however, will probably be a 
good wake-up call for the promoted 
Western Rage, who will come back down 
to earth now they can see the standard of 
side they will be playing each week. 
Western Rage: Daniel Conway, Jason 
Hallaby, Sal Zullo (C), Ray Mandic, 
Phillip Pyliotis, Robert Sacco, Daniel 
Duarte (Ben Galea) Ismael Arrarte, 
Luciano Berbis, Peter Curjak (Daniel 
Borg), George Wakim (Nihad Alemic) 
Subs, not used: Andy Esho and Shane 


Chamings 

Hajduk Wanderers United: Daniel 
Schwarzer, Tim Gledhill (Marcello 
Guerrero) Mark Abi-Arrage (C). George 
Issa, Paul Crisp, Elsid Barkhousir 
(Agyeman Akwasi), Stephen Scotti, 
Charles Galayini, Philip Hartshorn, Ante 
Stephen Chips (Brendan 


Mrdjen, 
Salameh) 


‘Subs not used: Chris Spinos & Ken 


Sydney University followed up an 
‘opening day win at Macarthur with a 1-0 
home victory over Northem Tigers at 
Hensley Athletic Field last Saturday, 

Surprisingly, the students’ coach, 
Jimmy Campbell, left out ace-marksman, 
Rob Smithies, from the starting line-up. 
The decision was vindicated with the 
University side running out winners, 
‘thanks to a fourth minute goal from new- 


comer Malcolm Downie. 


‘The 


Lions. 


While Sutherland won the game 3-0 it 
took them a while to wear down the Bulls 
who fought hard. 

Tt was not until over an hour into the 
game before David Lagudi was able to 
give the Sharks the lead. 

Within five minutes, Chris Hunt had 
made it 2-0 and in the 77th the ever reli- 
able Iain Macdonald made it 3-0 with bis 
third goal in Cup and League matches this 


season. 

Canterbury Marrickville, one of the 
early title favourites, met neighbours 
Stanmore Hawks at Lambert Park in what 


‘was billed as a Greek derby. 


Tt was a tight battle but Michael 
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Sharks started _raging-hot 
favourites at Nineveh Field against a 
Fairfield Bulls side expected to struggle a 
litle this term. The Bulls had three players 
sent off in their midweek Cup loss to Inter 
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O'Riley, back after a spell on the sidelines, 
setlled the issue with a goal moments 
before the break. Clearly the Berries’ 
defence is stronger now as they kept the 
lively Hawks attack at bay in the second 
period and picked up their first points of 
the season in the process. 

‘Their deferred game against Hajduk 
Wanderers will be played at Hajduk 
Stadium on Wednesday night (tomorrow) 
a game that could have an interesting bear- 
ing on the competition as the season 
unfolds. 

‘After a scoreless draw in their opening 
game, FC Bossy Liverpool beat ITurtsville 


TWO HAT TRICKS IN TWO 
WEEKS! 


Sanaa Choucair scored her second hat 
trick in as many games as UNSW contin- 
ued on their winning ways in the Arrive 
alive NSW Woinens Super League with a 
resoinding 6-1 victory over Blacktown 
Association at David Philips Field. 
Jessica Cameron scored a double and 
Holly Trimble one near the final whistle. 
Blacktown Association did score a con- 
solation goal in the 39th minute through 
Michelle Reilly-Brown. 

Lucy McClymont netted four goals, 
Krystle Cassisdy scored a double and 
Belinda Griffith, Vanessa Hart & Lauren 
Armstrong all chimed in with a goal each 
as Bathurst City Panthers, defeated the 
Northen Tigers 9-0 at Proctor Park. 

Marconi Stallions and Central Coast 
United joined UNSW and Bathurst on 
maximum points after two rounds, while 
the Macarthur Rams started their season 
following a first round bye with a hard 
fought 2-0 victory over the North West 
Sydney Koalas at TG Milner Field. 

Grand finalists in 2004, the Rams 
underwent quite some change in the off- 
season with the loss of influential captain, 
Taryn Rockall to Penrith Nepean United 
and key players Michelle Camey and 
Leena Khamis to the NSW Institute of 
Sport. But the addition of talented goal- 
keeper Sarah Gollop and Vanessa Mann 
from the Wollongong Wolves has provid- 
ed this squad with the necessary balance 
of youth and experience to once again 
challenge for the title. 

The Rams got the early advantage 
when a cross found Stephanie Haim, who 
converted after 12 minutes. Both sides 
played some great football up to and after 
the break, with the Koalas dominating for 
periods of the second half, but some fine 
goalkeeping from Gollop kept them 
scoreless. Sigrid Manty scored the Rams. 
second goal late in the game when a cross 
from Amanda Stergiovski was volleyed 
home from inside the box. 

Marconi made the long trip south to 
Nowra to take on Southern Branch and 
retumed home with three points and five 
goals in their kitbags. The youthful 
Southem Branch outfit took the game to 
the Stallions in the opening half-hour and 
a tight. contest seemed on the cards, 
Marconi broke the deadlock midway 
through the half when a cross from Jodie 
Bain found Alicia Cavanagh at the far 
post, and she headed home. The Stallions 
second came when Fab Perfilio 
received a well timed pass, again from 
Bain, and slotted past Dimitra Poulos in 
the Southem Branch goal. A couple of 
minutes later, a carbon copy pass from 
Bain again found Perfilio, but on this 
occasion she was fouled by a Southem 
Branch defender in the box. Cavanagh 
confidently converted the resulting penal- 
ty, taking the score to 3-0 at half-time. 


RAGE HUMBLED BY HUNGRY HAUDUK 


ZSC 1-0 at Emie Smith Reserve thanks to 
a goal from Alex Asanovic, who seems to 
be in fine fettle right now. 

Fraser Park Dragons joined FC Bossy 
Liverpool on four points as they followed 
up an opening round win over Fairfield 
with a I-1 away draw against Hurstville 
City Minotaurs at Rockdale Sports Centre. 

Manny Papageorgiou had given his 
Dragons a 65th minute lead. 

‘The still lively veteran Tom Pontidas 
followed up his midweek Cup goal with 
another gem as he bobbed up to give his 
side its second point in as many games 
with a 76th minute equaliser. 


‘The Stallions increased their lead in 
the second half when a shot from Nicole 
Kimber was poorly cleared by the 
Southem Branch defence and Wendy 
Graham was on hand to slot it past the 
goal-line defence. The Stallions final 
goal came when a shot from Cavanagh 
‘was too hot for Poulos to hold and 
Perfilio was able to tap in from close 


Tange. 

In one of the games of the round, 
Sutherland Association came from 
behind twice to draw with Manly United 
at the Harrie Denning Centre. 

Manly United were the first to score in 
the 20th minute when Elyce Bates played 
a neat one-two with Sarah Gregorius, 
who curled her shot into the comer of the 
goal off the post. Sutherland equalised 
immediately after following a counter- 
attack and a cross from Anissa Tann that 
found Natalie Spirovski unmarked in the 
box for an easy tap in. The action 
remained even up to half time with both 
sides giving nothing away. 

Manly United scored their second goal 
after the break when a good piece of work 
down the right side found Emma Howes 
on the edge of the box where she was able 
to hammer her shot into the right comer 
of the goal giving the Sutherland keeper 
no chance. Again Sutherland quickly 
‘equalised on the counter when a cross 
found Maggie El Husseini in the box. El 
Husseini failed to beat her defender with 
her initial shot, but duly converted the 
rebound to give the final 2-2 scoreline, a 
fair result for some exciting football from 
both teams. 

Central Coast United FC upset the vis- 
iting Penrith Nepean United 3-0 in their 
first home match of the season at Pluim 
Park. The home team opened their 
account against the run of play when 
Samantha Stever hit an unstoppable shot 
from well outside the box in the fifth 


ode ak: eras tena 
started, came up with # hat trick to seal a 
comfortable 3-1 win for Dulwich Hill over 
Macarthur Rams in a battle between first 
round losers at Arlington Oval. 

Brian Vanega put away a penalty for the 
Rais to have them a goal up after 25 min- 
utes but for his side. De Jesus then took 
over proceedings 

A goal just before half time and anoth- 
er in the 70th minute had the game on a 
knife edge. With the Rams working hard 
to snatch back a point, the last minute seal- 
ing third goal from de Jesus came as no 
surprise. 


minute. The goal stunned the visitors 
who had the bulk of possession in the 
early part of the match, Central Coast's 
second came 11 minutes later following a 
goal-mouth scramble when Laura 
Delepervanche was able to get a toe on 
the ball and knock it over the line. For the 
remainder of the half, Penrith worked 
hard to claw their way back into the game 
but were unable to find the net. 

After halftime the match continued 
much in the same vein until the hour- 
mark, when Nicole Mackie was able to 
convert an. opportunistic chance from a 
long way out. Her right footed shot 
catching the slight breeze and swirling 
cout of reach of the keeper. Penrith then 
tried to bridge the gap by pushing mid- 
fielder Rockall forward, but unfortunate- 
ly for the visitors this was to no avail and 
the scoreline remained unchanged. 

Sydney University knocked the 
Gladesville Ravens off their perch with a 
solid 3-0 away victory at Norford Park. 

The match was an even open game 
between two very equally matched 
teams. The first goal came on the half- 
hour from a well taken comer by Bridget 
‘Murphy. Clare Cherrington in the Rayens 
goal was unable to get a hand onto the 
cross and Kym Moore was able to sneak 
the ball into the top left corner of the goal. 
‘The scoreline remained unchanged for 
the rest of the half with the bulk of play in 
the middle of the park. The second half 
saw Uni extend their lead in the 55th 
minute when Paula Kelly glanced a head- 
er from another Murphy cross. Mel 
Pennington added Uni's third two min- 
utes later, when she received a sublime. 
pass from Catriona Watt and was able to 
convert from ten yards out. The Ravens 
continued to search for a goal, but the 
Sydney University defence held strong 
and the students walked away with the 


LEAGUE 


FIRST GRADE: NSW Koalas 0 Macarthur 
Rams 2 (S Haim 12', $ Manty 79°), Southem Branch 
(0 Marconi Stalfons 5 (A Cavanagh x2 F Perfiio x 2 


23), V Hart 49 L Armstrong 71 Norther Tigers 0. 
GRADE 21: NSW Koalas 1 Macarthur Rams 2, 
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astwood St Andrews contin- 

ued the tradition of knock-out 

(Cup —_giant-killing and 
Macarthur Rams youngster John 
Bulger scored four goals in second 
round Continental Tyres Cup action 
last Wednesday. 

The only remaining ‘non-league’ 
club left in the competition, 
Gladesville Association team 
Eastwood earned a spot in the Third 
Round against Super League glamour 
side Fraser Park by beating NSW 
Second Division side Uni of NSW 3-1 
at Christie Park. 

Fraser Park thrashed Fairfield City 
Lions 5-1 at Norford Park. 

St Andrews’ Player-Coach Mick 
Mazsulans, who had to sit this one out 
with a hamstring: injury, praised his 
players for their application. 

“We probably played better in the 
First Round match against Prospect, 
who had some older players and this 
game against the young Uni side was a 
lot harder for us, but we got two early 
goals and stuck with it,” said Masulans 

Inside the first five minutes the 
Eastwood side was in front. Forward, 
Justin Wells, picking up the scraps after 
Uni keeper Adam Mark had made a 
smart save from a Mike Pearson shot, 
only to see the ball spill in the path of 
the onrushing striker. 

Ten minutes later, a checky goal 
from Brad Glassick, saw the visitors go 
two down. 

Glassick spotted Mark slightly off 
his line and hit a 30 yard lob that sailed 
into the roof of the net. 

The Uni side fought back and had a 
goal of their own to celebrate by the 
30th minute mark. 

Uni of NSW looked more than capa- 
ble of overcoming their 2-1 deficit at 
half time, but they reckoned without 
Eastwood's long time leading scorer, 
Neil Waddington, who had been off the 
scene for a year and was making his 
first full appearance in the team since 
taking time out to travel the country. 

Wallington nabbed a third goal for 
his team and despite having substitute 
Pat Drummond sent off for a second 
caution in the 70th minute, the 
Eastwood boys managed to hang on. 

They owed much to a couple of goal 
line clearances from right back, 
Matthew Judd, their best player on the 
night. 

At Norford Park, Fraser Park went to 
an early lead through Nick Bolianitis 
and then Manny Papageorgiou extend- 
ed it to 2-0 before the break. 

‘The Lions pulled one back moments 
before the break and then enjoyed a 


period of relative supremacy for a 
while, until Fraser Park got going 
again. 

‘A Michael Kladis free kick, a second 
goal from Papageorgiou, a real scream- 
er from 25 yards, and then a fifth from 
Archie Markopoulos completed the 
scoring. 

At Lynwood Park, teenager Bulger 
stared as Aubum Star crashed 7-1 to 
the Macarthur Rams in what turned 
into a physical encounter after the 
break. 

Bulger 18, could have scored up to 
seven and at least one of his better 
efforts was cleared off the line. He 
opened the scoring with a superb div- 
ing header in the 30th minute. Aidan 
Matthews made it 2-0 a couple of min- 
utes later. 

Bulger scored the next two goals 
either side of the break, but things 
tumed a bit sour. In the 55th minute, 
experienced keeper Frank Mikuletic 
was sent off for the first time in his 
career, after clashing with Mohamed 
Aljada. He joined the offending 
Auburn striker in the dressing sheds, 
with Mikuletic sporting a black eye for 
his trouble. 

Ben Duggan took over in goal. 

The Rams settled down again after 
that setback and in the 57th minute 
Brian Vanega made it 5-0 before 
Aubum pulled a goal back in the 85th. 

Bulger then grabbed his fourth for 
the game in the 86th and Male Vukosa 
claimed number seven in the 88th for 
the 7-1 win. 

The Rams now play Inter Lions, who 
along with Camden Tigers, are the only 
teams from the First Division to sur- 
vive the second round. 

Fairfield Bulls had three sent off 
against an Inter Lions side that eventu- 
ally prevailed 1-0 at Nineveh Field, 
having earlier seen a penalty attempt 
saved by the Bulls’ keeper, Nik Jelic. 

The Lions were in top form and the 
three dismissals, including those of 
Garth Moring and Bekim Ahmedi, 
while they may have made Fairfield’s 
job tougher nothing should be taken 
from the Inter team's performance 
against a club from a higher division. 


Mt Druitt Town found Camden 
Tigers a wee bit too good at Popondetta 
Park, going down 1-0 in an ail first 
division clash. Mt Druitt who have 
recorded wins in each of their league 
outings to date and scored five goals 
both times, were no match for the 
Tigers. Camden will now play 
Stanmore Hawks in Round Three when 
the big prize money kicks in. 
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STANMORE HAWKS ... 
NORTHERN TIGERS 
at Melita Stadium 


Two of the Super League's better 
performed sides enjoyed a keen and 
even tussle at Melita Stadium last 
Wednesday. 

There was little between the two 
sides until the Hawks stepped up a gear 
at the start of the second half and grad- 
ually wore down their opponents to 
deservedly win. 

Stanmore look a decent side again 
this term while the Tigers, who bad a 
couple of regulars missing this time, 
look capable of challenging for hon- 
ours again this season. 

The Hawks were well served by 
their Irish contingent, principally by 
Michael Keane, sitting in front of the 
defence and providing a commanding 
presence, while Seamus Crowe and 
English defender Carl Nolan were very 
solid. 

‘The star of the show for Stanmore 
was influential midfielder, Maurice 
Soler, who was responsible for creating 
the only goal of the game for makeshift 
striker, David James, in the 72nd 
minute. 

Soler lifted the ball from the left and 
James pounced, with a short range 
effort that the Northern side's keeper 
Dean McCreath did well to take some 
pace off, only for the ball to trickle 
over the line. 

Stanmore kept their defence tight, 
givig Ben Jenke and Michael 
McCrory no room to operate for the 
rest of the game. 

For all his good work going forward, 
Soler was guilty of squandering 
chances he had, firing wide three times 
in the first half when well placed. 
Industrious midfielder, Sam Awad hit 
the crossbar in the 53rd minute during 
a period of the game when Stanmore 
were getting on top. 

For The Tigers, the defence looked 
very solid and Scott Ryan and Nathan 
Hopley were tough to break down, 


STANMORE HAWKS: Hamish 
McLean - ‘Anthony Skoulos, John 
‘Theodoropoulos, George Skoulos, Carl 
Nolan - Michael Keane - Maurice Soler 
(Theodosi. Nicholas 90), Seamus 
Crowe - Sam Awad (Michael 
Moropoulos 80) - Keith O'Connell, 
David James (C) 

Subs not used: Paul Nero, Alexandar 
Stojeic, Peter Spathis 

Coach: Sotos Mayros 


NORTHERN TIGERS: Dean 
McCreath - David Provan, Maurice 
‘Aliberti, Nathan Hopley - Anthony 
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Mittiga(C) - Jason Mesiti, Paul Davies, 
Scott Ryan (Matt Bowden) - Michael 
McCrory - Matt Mesiti (Tom Geekie 
68), Ben Jenke 

Sub not used: Tristan Tulloch 

Coach: Fred Mesiti 

Referee: Wayne Spagnol 

Assistant Referees: Marc Nemorin 
and Ross Williams 

Yellow Cards: Stanmore: Scamus 
Crowe 20, George Skoulos 71; 
Northern Tigers: Michael McCrory 53 

ke 

Hajduk Wanderers United defeated 
‘West Pennant Hills/Cherrybrook 4-0 at 
Hajduk Stadium with twin strikers, 18 
year old Elsid Barkhousir and his more 
senior partner, Tim Gledhill, both 
chiming in with a goal in each half, 

Hajduk coach, Bruce Tilt, also gave 
a debut outing to 17 year old Jason 
Browne against a side that included 
former star midfielder Gus Cerro. 

Sutherland Sharks may have expect- 
ed more than the 2-1 win they achieved 
over Ryde City Gunners at Seymour 
Shaw Park, having hit the lead only 31 
seconds into the game. Sasha Tirovski's 
goal had to stand as the hhome side's 
only strike until Iain Macdonald added 
a second 77 minutes into the game 
despite appearing to many onlookers to 
be in an offside position. 

Ryde's Steve Biviano pulled one 
back for the Division 1 club at the 84 
minute mark with a screamer from 25 
yards into the top right hand comer, 

wR KOK 


Hurstville City Minotaurs thrashed 
Waverley Old Boys 7-0 at Hensley 
Athletic Field. 

The Minotaurs, who announced the 
signing of Brendan Mitrovic before the 
game - though he did not take the field 
here - were far too classy and it wasn't 
long before veteran Tom Pontidas had 
struck twice and given his side the 
early advantage. 

Skipper, Sam Panagakis, Mark 
Nadeljkovic, Manuel Sarikakis, Chris 
Demetriou and Dominic Manta all 
chimed in for the 7-0 win and it was 
pleasing for Peter Sarikakis and his 
men to advance to the Third Round for 
the second season in a row. 

In the late game at Hensley, Sydney 
University and Hurstville ZSC, went to 
within two minutes of the end of extra 
time before ZSC substitute, Anthony 
Jusic tucked away the winner. 

Coach John Gagro described it as the 
worst performance of a Hurstville ZSC 
team he has presided over in his many 
years at the helm. 

Despite the University side dominat- 
ing for long periods Hurstville, who 
deployed two 19-year-olds as marking 
centre backs, were able to wear their 
opponents dawn. 

Springwood succumbed 5-0 to the 
might of the Ilawarra Premier 
League's rising stars, Bulli at 
Summerhayes Park. 

Tan Hunter's locals were just not up 
to the class of Bulli, who have not been 
beaten for some time now, after annex- 
ing the Corrimal Leagues Club pre-sea- 
son trophy just ten days earlier. 
Rod Patterson scored three goals in 


Lachlan Wright: Scored the 
decisive goal for inter Lions 
against the Fairfield Bulls 
the first 17 minutes, two from headers 
and the third from a sweetly-timed vol- 

ley. 

Bulli made it 4-0, soon after half 
time, when veteran Matt Bailey struck 
from 25 yards out with a low drive. 

The Springwood keeper made good 
saves in the second half but a Mark 
Balbi free kick in the 75th minute made 
it 5-0 to Bulli, who now meet Rockdale 
City Suns in the third Round. 

Bulli coach Alan Mangles gave 17 
year old James Kerr a start in the game 
and also brought on another youngster 
of the same vintage, in Matthew 
‘Timpano, for the last half hour. 

Tt was not such good news for reign~ 
ing Wawarra Premier League premiers 
and champions Port Kembla, who were 
unable to overcome a 35th minute 
deficit, in losing 1-0 to Sydney Super 
League visitors Wester Rage at 
Wetherall Park, Primbee, on the South | 
Coast. 

Port, who fell to a strike from 
Luciano Berbis, hit the upright a cou- 
ple of times, but Rage were good value 
for their win. # 

Canterbury Marrickville beat Mount || 
Pritchard 2-1 at SecondPondsReserve, 
Rouse Hill, in a scrappy affair. 

‘The Berries took a sixth minute lead 
through Eddie Wong, but the Mounties 
levelled in the 15th. Canterbury finally 
put the game to rest when Archie 
Kotsopoulous converted from the spot 
in the 43rd minute after a Mount 
Pritchard defender had brought down 
Neil Philippou in the box. 

At Francis Park, Blacktown Spartans 
were thrashed 6-0 by Super League 
side Dulwich Hill 

kk KK 


Roosters FC raced to a 3-0 half time 
Jead in the all third division clash at 
Lidcombe Oval and then extended it to 
four before they took their foot off the 


The win puts the Roosters into the 
Third Round for the first time. FC 
Bossy Liverpool had little trouble dis- 
posing: of Schofields Scorpions 3-0 in 
the late game at Lidcombe. 

Alex Asanovic scored in the first | 
minute and Bossy added two more, 
from Anthony Adamo and Javier 
Mancino. 


ABSW (®) 


Sydney duo a hit in Newcastle 


MS: You boost one of the moment is the fact that we right foot this year? Ifwe are going to compete starts off well especially, 
best squads in the A-League only have one goalkeeper, but against the likes of Rugby watch the crowds flock to the 
ydneysiders Andrew af the moment, how is the I'msure the club willbe sign- AD: There is a lot of League, Union and AFL we ground in droves. 
Durante and Franco eam looking? ing someone really soon. excitement that has centred need to get exposed out on 
Parisi have hit a gold- Overall we have a good around the league at the TV, Radio and Newspapers. MS; Do you miss the 
mine. The former Sydney AD: I think the team looks combination of hard working moment and that can only lifestyle in Sydney? 


Olympic stars have both 
made the trek to the 
Newcastle Jets this season 
for the start of the A- 
League. 


brilliant, we have a good 
range of players from all over 
Australia and overseas that 
have fitted into the squad 
well, Training sessions have 


well. 


players, ball players and 
defensive minded guys as 


MS: How has the ‘Gaffa 


mean a good. thing. I think 
with the right publicity the A- 
League will become a suc- 
cess. I think if it does not 
work out in Newcastle then it 


AD: The people here are 


MS: How have the 
Newcastle locals taken to the 
Seis? 


AD: I do miss it, but I miss 
my friends and family the 
most but Newcastle is a great 
place. Newcastle is a place 


What many people do been great playing alongside Jean-Paul De Marigny been won't work out anywhere really friendly. T've been here where you can concentrate 
not know is that both lads professional players. so far? else, The standard that has fora month now and know —_ more on your football as there 
have known each other for signed up for the A-League almost everyone around our are no distractions. 
over five years now and as AD: JP’s great, he’s ses- has-been really impressive area, Newcastle people are © FP: Well one thing’s for 
freaky as it sounds, also NEWCASTiE sions a really intense but he and its good to see huge com- renowned for their love of sure I don’t miss the Sydney 
share the same birthday. UNITED thas really made us a work so panies like Foxtel stake their any sport and I’m’sure they traffic. Newcastle is more laid 

Both ‘Dura’ and Parisi far. Its good that he’s the type claim ina share of promoting _ will come and support the — back but that suits my charac- 
are currently rooming of coach you can sharea joke the game. Jets this season. ter. Its also walking distance 
together in Newcastle as the or two at the start of training We at Newcastle are quite _Its good that when we walk from the beach so I can't 
season sets to explode for but when the whistle blows, happy that the draw itself has down to the shops or have a complain with that. 
what will be a memorable its all serious from there. benefited us as we have 11 coffee here people are starting I do miss my family at 
year for football in home matches and 10 away. _ to recognize who we are and home but they have been real- 
‘Australia. FP: So far JP’s been good. that we are’part of the Jets. _ly supportive. 

ABSW Editor Mark I think the way in which the FP: I think it all comes 
Stavroulakis caught up with team spirit has come together down to the media, they will FP: Speaking to people on MS: Do you have aspiru- 
the cheeky duo during a is all thanks to his doing. He make or break the game here the street here they cannot _ tions of venturing overseas? 
break from their pre-season Players like Nick Carle has really made it easier for in Australia. Wait for the start of the season 
camp and spoke about foot- who pretty much razzles for the whole team in bonding © We could be signing tokickoff.ltsbeen greatsee- AD: I've signed a three- 


ball, the Newcastle lifestyle 


and of course their coming back from the UK. 
favourite past-time, Pro have really impressed so far. MS: Do you think the A- 
Evolution Soccer. We have a good blend of League will kick off on the need. 
young and experienced stars, 
MS: How's Pre-season if you look out our youth 
shaped up so far? players in Stuart Musialik and 
Mark Bridge, they've come 
AD: Its been pretty good through the Australian youth 


for myself as I have just fin- 
ished playing state league 


football with Sydney United ages. 

so I was pretty fit. We are 

training twice a day and itis FP: It’s a very good squad 
gelting harder as the weeks Iam really impressed with the 
roll on but its all for the big players that have signed with 


Start in- May for the World 
Club Championship quali- 
fiers. 


FP: I'm feeling very 
strong and fit at the moment 
80 pre-season has been great. 
Tam really looking forward to 
Tth May for the WCC and 
that is what we are building 
up on at the moment. Its just 
really good to be back in a 
professional set-up. 


moment. 


fun and Richard Johnson 


setup 0 its good to have a 
good range of stars from all 


Newcastle so far. 

All positions on the field 
have become very competi- 
tive, there is no such word as 
a fringe player as I believe 
everyone can play in the start- 
ing line-up. 

TP has already assigned 
everyone to their positions so 
its getting used to that at the 


‘The only thing I’m finding 
it difficult as a striker at the 


well with each other. 


Ronaldo at the Jets but it 
won't all work if the media 
does not give us the plugs we 


ing NBN news that we've 
been receiving hype almost 
every second day on how we 
are going. I think if the team 


year deal with the Jets so 
ideally I'd like to have a good 
year under my belt before I 
can move away. 


Newcastle Jet room mates Franco Parisi (left) and Andrew Durante (far right) cannot wait for the start of the 
A-League season. 


T would like to go eventu- 
ally but for now T will be 
focussing on the job at hand 
with the Jets. 


FP: Long term you can’t 
{go past going overseas but for 
‘me at the moment I'd rather 
concentrating on having a 
good season in the A-League. 

T’ve signed a 1-year deal so 
a lot of pressure has been 
placed upon me but that’s all 
good. I really want to estab- 
lish myself as a first team 
player and not what I have 
been known in the past as a 
substitute. 


MS: Finally what's it like 
rooming with each other? 


AD: I've known Franco 
for a while now and its pretty 
good having someone close 
in a different place as it 
makes it easier to settle down. 

Franco lives two doors 
from my unit so we both hear 
what goes on in each unit. Its 
g00d we go training together, 
he’s a good cook so he fixes 
me dinner and that but we're 
always hanging out when 
there is no training, 

One thing we can’t get 
enough of is the Playstation 2 
and Pro Evolution 4, the com- 
petitions are really intense. 

Jade (North) also comes 
down as well, he practically 
lives with us. 


FP: It has made the transi- 
tion that much easier having 
‘Dura’ here. I’ve known him 
close to five years now and 
we've played at the same 
clubs pretty much. Going 
training together and chilling 
out is great. It’s also quite 
freaky that we have our birth- 
days on the same date Grd 
May). : 

Also pulling on. “Pro 
Evolution 4 is quite. the after 
training remedy. 


SALAPASIDIS SHINING 
HIGH FOR SOUTH 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


urrently flying high for 

Victorian Premier League front 

runners South Melbourne, strik- 
er Kosta Salapasidis has really hit the 
mark with his new club. 

‘The former Adelaide City Force. and 
Parramatta Power attacker has been in 
blistering form for John Anastasiadis* 
squad and has been quite the fan favourite 
in Melbourne. 

His dazzling runs and his skill have seen 
Kosta rise to fame as one of the VPL's 
most exciting players to date and its been 
his consistent performances for South that 
“aye impressed coach Johnny A. 


“Kosta is super”, was the quote simply 
put best by the former PAOK Salonika 
striker. 

Its been quite strange why he has yet to 
pick up a sniff from any potential A- 
League side with rumours suggesting that 
the Melbourne Victory and Adelaide 
United were keen on their services. 

“Without taking anything away from 
any other player, he lifts when we need 
him, and he can play. 

“I’m baffled why Adelaide United let 
him go, but who cares? — we’ve got him 
now.” 

With A-League clubs set to finalise 
their players for the start of the new A- 
League year, do not be surprised if Kosta 


gains a final chance to strut his stuff here 
in Australia. 

Many people will not forget his four- 
goal haul during the Olyroos monumental 
43 victory over Argentina a few years 
back. 


It is this form Salapasidis is currently 
showing which has been pleasing to many 
spectators who have gone and watched the 
Blues play at Bob Jane Stadium. 

At 26, it is safe to say that the. former 
Australian youth international still has 
time to make more than a name for him- 
self in Australia once more, so be on the 
look out for football’s own, Kosta 
Salapasidis. 
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Kosta Salapasidis: Has been South Melboume’s standout performer so 
far this season 
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NZ KNIGHTS ANNOUNCE SIGNIFICANT 
STEPS ON AND OFF THE PARK 


lhe New Zealand 

Knights Football 

club took 2 number 
of steps forward with the 
announcement of the offi- 
cial draw, new players and 
an addition to the manage- 
ment team at a press con- 
ference in Auckland. 

On the playing front, New 
Zealand Knights Football 
Club Manager John Adshead 
today confirmed two more 
players for the Hyundai A- 
League commencing in 
‘August. Both are defenders 
with one a familiar name and 
‘one not quite so. 

Dutch defender Frank yan 
Eijs (eyes) has signed for the 


Knights and will bring great ~ 


experience to the club, The 
33 year old has most recently 
played in Vietnam but has 
extensive experience in the 
Scottish Premier League 
with Dundee, something that 
impressed Adshead. 

“This boy has played 
against quality players and 
just as importantly in hostile 
environments. His experi- 
ence and leadership qualities 


will be of great value to our 
squad, said Adshead from 
Australia while on a scouting 
mission, 

“Tam more than pleased to 
announce these two players 
as confirmed Knights today 
and can confirm ] am well 
down the track with overall 
Tecruitment with some excit- 
ing announcements coming 
up.” 
other player 
announced today is former 
Kingz defender Joha 
Tambouras. 


PoATT to 


26-year old Tambouras 
impressed during his stint in 
Auckland and is a player 
Adshead admires for his 
tenacity and commitment as 
much as his ability to play. 

Speaking on the much 
anticipated draw for the 
Hyundai A-League with the 
Knights set to host Sydney 
FC in their first home game 
on Friday 2 September, in 
Tound two of the competi- 
tion, Knights CEO Guy 
Hedderwick says the fans 
can expect a complete enter- 
tainment package when visit- 
‘ing North Harbour Stadium, 

“The Knights are in the 
entertainment business. It is 
up to John Adshead to get the 
formula right once inside the 
painted lines but it is up to us 
as an organisation to ensure 
that families return time and 
again to our home fixtures. 
This means ensuring an 
enjoyment over and above 
the football played, not for- 
getting however that this is 
our core business.” 

The Knights will begin 
their campaign on the road 


LURE 
SOCCEROOS 


HOME 


football Australia will 

join A-League clubs 

next year to entice 
Australian international 
stars back home. 

CEO John O'Neill has 
announced the federation 
will dip into its coffers to 
help pay for the addition of 
seven or eight players. 

"Say, for example, we pay 
$150,000 and the club pays 
$150,000," O'Neill said. 
"That's a $300,000 salary. 

"It (having those players) 
can add value to the whole 
presentation of a new league 
in terms of our ability to 
assemble an Australian team 
we are planning to send on 
an Asian tour at the end of 
the year and in future years.” 

ONeill cited the’ example 
of Stan Lazaridis possibly 
retuming to play for Perth 
Glory. 

"Hypothetically, Perth 
Glory could not afford him 
off their own bat," he said. 
"We would subsidise a Stan 
‘Lazaridis to a certain amount 
and the club would pay the 
rest. We recognise the club 
have to work: under the 


salary cap. 

"We are fairly well 
advanced with plans for the 
model - they will be 
employed jointly by FFA 
and the clubs. 

"You have to do it fairly, 
you have to spread them. 
‘You may get a Craig Moore 
to play in Brisbane ... other 
players would be spread 
evenly across ‘Perth, 
Adelaide and Melbourne ..." 


Imagine Stan Lazaridls playing in the colours of 
the Perth Glory 


He described the plan as 
powerfully symbolic. 

"There is a collection of 
players who have been play- 
ing for Australia for a long 
while who are coming 
towards the end of their 
career, but by no means a 
spent force, who in the next 
three to five years are des- 
perate to play at home,” he 
said. 


with a fixture at Brisbane’s 
Suncorp Stadium against 
Queensland Roar FC on 
Sunday 28th August. 

The Knights also con- 
firmed that 80 to 90 % of 
matches in the Hyundai A- 
League will be shown live as 
well as a weekly highlights 
show. Sky Television is the 
official broadcaster to the 
New Zealand market and 
CEO John Fellet is looking 
forward to the league. 

“SKY are delighted to be 
bringing our viewers even 
more exclusive live sporting 
content with the Hyundai A- 
‘League football beginning in 
August. We will be showing 
as many home and away 
games of the New Zealand 
Knights as possible and in 
addition other matches fea- 
turing the Australian teams” 

The New Zealand Knights 
also welcomed former NZS 
CEO Bill MacGowan to the 
‘Management team today, fur- 
ther emphasising the profes- 
sional approach the club is 
taking to their participation 
in the Hyundai A- League, 


Exciting Greek defender John Tambouras has 
signed on with the New Zealand Knights 


MacGowan will com- 
mence in a consultancy role, 
advising the club on any and 
all issues that they face in 
preparing to take the field. 
Knights Chairman Anthony 
Lee says the appointment 
makes perfect sense. 


“Bill's background knowl- 
edge of running a sporting 
franchise and managing 
events of an international 
significance will be invalu- 
able, said Lee. “While Bill 
will not take a day to day role 
in the management of the 


club, he will sit in on our 
management and board 
meetings and offer advice in 
any areas deemed appropri- 
ate. Our reasoning for this is 
simple, the Knights will be 
run as a business and we aim 
to be successful on and off 
the park. To do that we must 
take a hard line professional 
approach and seek the very 
best people in our decision 
making process. Bill will be 
a welcome asset to what is a 


thoroughly professional 
management team running 
the Knights” 


MacGowan himself is 
looking forward tc continu- 
ing his work in the game, 
albeit on a much reduced 
scale. 

“T have a passion for the 
game’ and am pleased that I 
can have continued input 
into the Knights, especially 
having gone through the for- 
mative stages of the new club 
in my role as CEO. I am 
looking forward to working 
with the management team 
to ensure the Knights are a 


UBENSL 


istory was made last week as 

the Queensland Roar squad 

for the new A-League had 
their first training session under coach 
Miron Bleiberg, 

The 17 players were put through 
stiength testing in the gym and had a 
Tight session with the ball, the first step 
on a journey that will take them through 
to the first round of the A-League on 
Saturday August 27 at Suncorp Stadium. 

The Roar will play New Zealand 
Knights in that opening match, a fasci- 
nating clash of two new franchises. As 
the Football Kingz, the Kiwis were 
perennial cellar-dwellers in the old NSL, 
but the new side will be much improved, 
a national representative. 

‘The Roar are also a brand new fran- 
chise, but have a. nucleus of 12 
Queenslanders, including five members 


of the Australian Under 20 side that beat 
Brazil in 2003, 

‘The four most recent signings, Warren 
Moon, Todd Gava, Reece Tollenaere and 
Ben Griffen, were all members of the 
champion Queensland Lions team which 
won the past three Premier League 
Grand Finals. The 18th signing, Korean 
star Min Suk Chang will join the squad 
Tater this week. 


QLD Roar coach Miron Bleiberg 
put his squad through their first 
pre-season paces last week 


success, on and off the park.” 


ABSW’s Daniela Raco will be inter- 
viewing QLD Roar’s Chad Gibson in 
coming weeks on his career so far in 
Queensland and what his aims will be for 
the new A-League season. 


‘The full squad so far is: 


- Michael Baird (Sydney Olympic) 
~- Royce Brownlie (Brisbane Strikers) 
- Karl Dodd (Brisbane Strikers) 
- Chad Gibson (Marconi Stallions) 
- Scott Higgins (Brisbane Strikers) 
- Jordan Simpson (St George NSW) 
- Tyler Simpson (St George NSW) 
- Tom Willis (Newcastle Utd) 
- Matt McKay (Bristfane’Strikers) 
- Remo Buess (FC Zurich) 
~ Massimo Murdocca 
(Sth Melbourne) 
- Jonathan Richter (Northem Spirit) 
~ Josh MeClonghlan 
(Brisbane Strikers) 
- Warren Moon (Brisbane Strikers) 
- Todd Gava (Qld Lions) 
- Reece Tollenaere (Qld Lions) 
~ Ben Griffen (Qld Lions, QAS) 


JETS STILL WAITING ON BATES 


jhe Newcastle Jets are 
still waiting upon the 
arrival of their 
English striker Guy Bates 
who has returned to 
England following his trials 
with the A-League club, 
Sources close to the Jets 
stated that Bates went back 
home to pack his gear up for 
the trek back to Australia but 
was given two-weeks to do 
30. 
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NEWCASTLe 
UNITED 


Nie 


Three weeks have passed 
and the Englishman has yet to 
arrive. 

Currently playing for 
Newcastle United’s reserve 
team, Jets CEO Remo 
Nogarotto stated that he was 
keen on getting Bates, 

“He's gone home after a 
couple of trials here but I 
expect him to accept our 
offer”. 

Bates has been part of the 


Newcastle reserve grade set- 
up for two seasons now and 
was satisfied leaving his 
country for Australia after 
seeing the set-up at 
Newcastle, 

Tt is not known whether 
Bates will return but the Jets 
will have other options to 
explore as they finalise their 
squad for the up and coming 
A-League season. 


ydney FC Chief 

Executive Andy 

Harper says he is 
pleased his club have been 
handed a home game 
against Melbourne Victory 
as their opening match of 
the Hyundai A-League. 

The teams will meet at 
Aussie Stadium on Sunday 
August 28, and Harper said 
he was happy with the draw 
which was released on 
Monday by Football 
Federation Australia. 

"The Hyundai A-League is 
a brave new venture and 
Sydney FC is excited by the 
prospect of ushering in this 
new dawn in Australian club 
football with a clash between 
the two biggest cities in 
Australia," Harper said. 

"We look forward to lock~ 
ing horns with Melbourne 
Victory and starting the 
Hyundai A-League by am 
wrestling with Melbourne 
right from the start. We can't 
wail to welcome Melbourne 
to the Harhour City and hope- 
fully, from a football sense, 
giving them some curry first 
up.” 

"We will be playing home 
matches across three times- 
lots on three days, which 
gives all of our prospective 
fans a chance to get along and 
join Sydney FC as we embark 
‘on what we hope will be a 


Sydney FC’s Pierre Littbarsk! will be locking horns 
with Victory’s Ernle Merrick during the first 
A-League match in August 


Jong end entertaining jour- 
ney," Harper continued. 

"We have identified differ- 
ent markets and fan bases and 
the different timeslots and 
days will be helpful in allow- 
ing us to spread ourselves 
across the whole gamut of 
fans to let every football fan 
in Sydney get to Aussie 
Stadium for a Sydney FC 
match." 

Australian international 
striker David Zdrilic, who has 
retumed from Europe to play 
in the A-League, said he is 
looking forward to the season 
opener in front of a big 
crowd. 

"T came back to Sydney to 
be part of something special 
and the start of the A-League 
is shaping up to be very suc 


cessful," he said. "The 
momentum I have felt since I 
got back has been great and 
now we - are playing 
Melbourne first up in Sydney 
T can't wait to play them in 
front of a packed house at 
Aussie Stadium, 

"We have been training for 
a little over a week and 
already the boys are getting 
excited." 

Meanwhile, trials are still 
being conducted under coach 
Pierre Littbarski in finalising 
his squad for this season. 

Ttis becoming increasingly 
likely that two Japanese play- 
ers will be making the move 
to Sydney if the current trial- 
ists do not fit the German’s 
bill. 


Newcastle Jets honoured 
A-League season 


to open 


ewcastle Jets 
received a welcome 
boost when they 
were named to open the 
new A-League against 
Adelaide United on March 


26. 

Now the club is hoping 
only to sign former 
Australian skipper Paul 
Okon. 

Jets chief executive officer 
George Liolio said the club 
was thrilled to learn 
EnergyAustralia Stadium 
would host the first match 
following the release of the 
season draw in Melbourne. 

"We are absolutely thrilled 
in that we consider it an hon- 
our not just for us but for the 
city of Newcastle,” Liolio 
said. 

“Everybody in Newcastle 
is very parochial about their 
city and the city gets behind 
its sporting teams, their rugby 
league team the Newcastle 
Knights and the basketball 
team the Newcastle Pirates is 
testament to that. 

"We think Newcastle will 
absolutely get behind the Jets 
as well." 

Liolio is expecting crowds 
of between 10,000 and 
12,000 to tum out for the Jets 
home games, saying the fig- 
ure could balloon to 15,000 if 


the team does well. 

The announcement is a 
positive for the team as nego- 
tiations continue for Okon, a 
defensive midfielder, to cut 
his contract with Belgian 
first-division side KV 
Oostende, of which he is cap- 
tain. 

‘The 32-year-old's contract 


expires at the end of May, but 


that's too late for the Jets as 
they need him back at least 
two weeks before the 
Australian Club World 
Championship Qualifying 
Toumament from May 7 to 
14. 

‘The winner will represent 
Australia at the Oceania qual- 
ifiers in Tahiti and then have 
a chance to compete at the 
FIFA World Club 
Championship in Tokyo in 
December. 

"We need him here for that 
because we are taking that 
competition very seriously 
from the point of view that it 
is worth a lot of money," 
Liolio said. 

Teams that qualify for 
Tokyo received $1.27 mil- 
lion, Liolio said. 

But he denied the Okon 
deal was dead, saying it was 
in the hands of the player's 
management to push for an 
early cut to the contract. 


L a 


Paul Okon: Can the Jets 
come up with the signi 
of the former SOEGGEE 
‘skipper? 


"The deal is not dead, it is 
just at a status-quo," Liolio 
said. 

"We have agreed on the 
monetary side of things but 
Paul can't be here for the 
qualifying tournament." 

Liolio said there was a 
Plan B if Okon couldn't be 
signed, but that option would 
have to be fully explored 
before other players would be 
considered. 

He wouldn't say who he 
had in mind, but was adamant 
the Jets would only sign an 
‘Australian expat to fill the 
role, 

‘That expat namely former 
Socceroo Ned Zelic was said 
to be the clubs next target if 
the Okon deal falls through. 


ull City striker Danny Allsopp 

has finally agreed to terms 

with the Melbourne Victory 
this season. 

‘The move that was pitted for quite 
some time now has well and truly hit the 
home stretch as both parties from both 
sols of teams agreed that two-year deal 
‘was to be settled for the former Carlton 
striker. 

To Hull City's credit, his contract was 
cancelled by mutual consent leaving the 
26-year-old with an easier passage to 
sign with Emie Merrick’s squad. 

‘Allsopp had 14 months of a three year 
deal at the KC Stadium left but has strug- 
gled to hit a first team spot since gaining 
promotion into England's League One. 

"The Australian league is offering 
some good deals at the moment and this 
‘was a good chance for him to go back 
home," said chairman Adam Pearson. 

"We wish him and his family all the 
best for the future”. 


By Mark Stavrou_akis 


ueensland Roar _ striker 

JMichael Baird has branded 

Sydney FC's players as too 
" ‘ahead of their World Club 
Championship playoff. 

"I don't think Sydney FC will be that 
crash hot,” he told the Courier Mail. 

"They have a lot of older players with 
a few big names. We'll see what happens 
on the park." 

‘This banter between Queensland and 
Sydney players has become a healthy 
ingredient of hyping up the highly antic- 
ipated match between the two. 

Baird played the latter part of his foot- 
ball in Sydney with Sydney Olympic and 
Bomnyrigg White Eagles before moving 


Allsopp did manage to scare a bagful 
of goals before saying Goodbye to his 
Hull team-mates and it is his steike rate 
that the Victory will be hoping will shine 
when he jets into Melboume in the next 
few weeks. 

Danny will be partnered by close 
friend Archie Thompson and Andy 
Vlahos making the Victory’s strikeforce 
a force to be reckoned with. 

Merrick did state that finding 4 striker 
was one of his main objectives before 
setting his squad. 

“Lam Jooking for a keeper, a defender, 
@ midfielder and a striker", were the 
words echoed out by the Scotsman. 

Allsopp’s signing means that it is 
unlikely former Australian youth intema- 
tional Joshua Kennedy will be signed by 
the club, 

Kevin Muscat.still remains as the 
club’s top priority to sign before the sea- 
son’s start. 


back to his home city of Brisbane. 

The talented striker stated he would 
Jove nothing more than to score a goal 
against the so called glamour club of the 
A-League. 

Roar coach Miron Bleiberg is delight- 
ed to be facing Sydney on May 7; "Tm 
happy to be playing Sydney first up 
because it means we're starting with a 
bang against the glamour team of the 
competition." 

Roar's two South Korean signings, 
Tae Yong Shin and Min Suk Chang, are 
yet to join the squad: Chang will return 
from Korea on Thursday and Shin, cele- 
brating his testimonial year in the K- 
League, will be in Brisbane by the end of 
this month. 


apsw@ 


emueeewsmines| Al |SOOD agrees to 


Melbourne Victory have secured 
the services of striker Danny 
Allsopp for two seasons 


has branded Sydney FC’s 
players as ‘too old’ 


Thursday matches good 


Me 
or baa 
By Mark Stavroulakis 

huge question mark has been 

set amongst the Football 

Federation of Australia on its 

will to play A-League matches on a 


‘Thursday evening after the conclusion 
of the draw for the new competition in 


The day for a match surprised many 
onlookers during the draw of the official 
A-League fixtures with history stating 
that football fans were not too keen on 
midweek fixtures. 

The FFA have in place scheduled 
seven games for Thursday nights and one 
for a Monday evening in the 21-round 
competition, 

Fox Sports was the main reason the 
FFA decided for the Thursday evening 
fixtures stating that it would generate 
more interest during the midweek before 
the weekend’s matches, 

With certain obstacles set to tackle the 
new FFA format for the A-League one 
main issue that has sparked up a battle 
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has been whether the ethnic sets of sup- 
porters were willing to give the A- 
‘League a chance, 

Many state clubs with traditional 
Greek, Italian, Croatian, Serbian and 
‘Macedonian roots from across Australia 
have indicated that they were unlikely to 
do so preferring to watch their own clubs 
play in their respective state league com- 
Petitions, 

This by far will be the FFA’s biggest 
hurdle to face as the A-League hopes to 
bring together crowd attendances for the 
statt of the A-League season on the 26th 
of August, 

Meanwhile A-League officials are 
considering bonus points to be intro- 
duced to encourage attacking football. 

In addition to the standard three points 
for a win, it is likely teams will be eligi- 
ble for bonus points if they score more 
than a certain number of goals per match. 

"Super 12 brought a whole lot of inno- 
vation with it - bonus points for four tries 
‘or more, bonus points for finishing with- 
in seven points," Football Federation 


the A-League? 


FFA Chief John O'Neill: Has 
indicated that Thursday evening 
matches will be part of promot- 
Ing the game in a different way 
Australia chief John O'Neill told AAP. 
"The owners and the coaches are 
embracing the philosophy that the com- 
petition is about entertaining, attacking 
football. "The best bit of innovation is to 
ensure everyone goes out to play attack- 
ing football." " 
‘The entertainment factor is con- 
fronting - you've got to produce enter- 
tainment." 


Greek games fixe 


lhe head of Greece's state-run 
Testi organisation believes 

some domestic football match. 
es might be rigged. 

"I don't consider it impossible that 
games are fixed," Anestis Filipidis, 
whose agency is known as OPAP, told 
private radio~ station _Athlitiko 
Metropolis late Monday. "But I can't 
prove it." 

Filipidis said Sunday's bad-tempered 
Teague clash between PAOK and 
Olympiakos in Thessaloniki, which 
ended 1-1, raised questions about 
whether Greek football was "clean." 

On Tuesday, he clarified his state- 
ment, 

Not having "clean and civilised foot- 
ball is different from (saying) fixed,” he 
said. “What I say is that there is no 


proof. People say things that no one can » 


Greek side Panionios are still being investigate re maton ae with 
Dinamo Toilisi during their UEFA Cup clash 


Europe's governing body. 

UEFA last week sent two inspectors 
to Greece to investigate allegations of 
match-fixing at a UEFA Cup game 
between Panionios Athens and Dinamo 


connection with a corruption scandal in 
Germany. 

Reports of suspicious betting patterns 
emerged after the game, which 


prove.” 


But his initial remarks could interest 


Educator calls foul 
on crude language 
by soccer players 


British educator 

wants cursing by 

r players 

banned from daytime tele- 

vision, a suggestion derid- 
ed by the BBC. 

Manchester United star 
Wayne Rooney was record- 
ed using 10 obscenities in a 
minute during an exchange 
with a referee last month, 
TV broadcasters estimated 
the 19-year-old player may 
have used as many as 100 
swear words during the Feb. 
1 game in which Man United 
beat Arsenal 4-2. 

Martin Ward, deputy gen- 
eral secretary of the 
Secondary Heads 
Association, called the 
behavior of Rooney and 
many English soccer players 


“very childish.” 

“Such incidents should 
not be shown until after the 9 
p.m. watershed, and prefer- 
ably not at all,” Ward said 
Sunday in a speech in 
Brighton, England. 

“T's making it more diffi- 
cult to help our young chil- 
dren grow up,” he added. He 
said it made teaching “infi- 
nitely more difficult" with 
students wanting to copy the 
behavior of famous players. 

A BBC television official 
called the ban a “ridiculous 
idea” 

“Tt would affect the future 
of live broadcasting as we 
know it," BBC director of 
sport Peter Salmon told the 
Daily Mail, 


‘What did you #$@#$ say’? - Manchester United’s 
Wayne Rooney has been regarded as being one of 
the worst in yelling obscenities during a match 


Thilisi on December Ist, and a possible 


Panionios won 5-2 despite trailing 1-0 
at half-time. 


FIFA punishes Albania 


tbania must play its next two World Cup qualifiers 
behind closed doors under a penalty imposed by 
-FIFA on Wednesday for unruly fan behaviour. 

Football's world governing body said its disciplinary com- 
mittee decided on the sanction, which applies to home games, 
after receiving reports from the referee and other officials 
from Albania's February 9 qualifier against Ukraine. 

Albania will have to play in an empty stadium_when it 
faces Georgia on June 4 and Kazakhstan on September 3. 
FIFA also fined Albania 40,000 Swiss francs ($A43,160). 

During Albania's game in Tirana, home fans threw objects 
onto the pitch, including bottles, coins and flagpoles. They 
also lit flares and stormed the pitch at the end of the game, 
which Albania lost 2-0. 

"The security staff in place also failed to act in the appro- 
priate manner," FIFA said. 

FIFA also noted that it had fined Albania for similar inci- 
dents in October and threatened harsher punishment for fur- 
ther violations of football rules. 

On Tuesday, the Costa Rica football federation, or Fedefut, 
announced FIFA had ordered the country to play its home 
World Cup qualifier against Panama on March 26 without’ 
fans because spectators threw objects at opposing players 
during a match with Mexico last month, 

FIFA also fined the national team 20,000 Swiss Francs 
($A21,330). 


FIFA to appoint 
ambassadors 


orld football's governing body FIFA is planning 
to create a group of anti-racism ambassadors to 
tackle discrimination in the game. 

Headed by France and Arsenal striker Thierry Henry, the 
group will consist of leading players and coaches from the 
past and present. 

"think it's a really sad story that we are still having to fight 
against racism," FIFA president Sepp Blatter said on Tuesday 
after a two-day meeting of the organisation's executive com- 
mittee. 

"But I believe that this is something that we will eventual- 
ly deal with.” 

Blatter, wearing a black wristband in support of racial 
equality, said Henry had already indicated his support, adding 
the player was "proud" to accept the role. 

The FIFA president said that it would expand its existing 
anti-racism campaign, with particular focus on the next round 
of qualifying matches for the 2006 World Cup. 

FIFA also announced it was awarding the 2007 edition of 
the world under-17 championship to South Korea, with the 
tournament finals being expanded from 16 to 24 teams. 

Tt also confirmed that new goal-line technology aimed at 
determining if the ball has fully entered the goal would be 
tried out at this year's under-17 world championship in Peru. 
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anchester 
United's latest 
Champions 


League flop suggests the 
Reds can no longer com- 
pete with Europe's elite. 

While it's no disgrace’ to 
go out to AC Milan, 
‘Tuesday's loss may also be a 
sign that the Sir Alex 
Ferguson era at United could 
be nearing an end. 

Manchester United has 
played in the Champions 
League in 11 of the last 12 
seasons. But Ferguson has 
just one European Cup title 
to his name - in 1999 - to go 
with Matt Busby's triumph in 
1968. 

British bookmakers have 
shortened the odds that he 
may not be around at the 
start of next season after 18 
years in charge. 

Although eight domestic 
league titles in 11 seasons 
and five FA Cups are huge 
achievements for Ferguson, 
he admits that a lack of suc- 
cess in Europe's premier 
competition is frustrating. 

"We should have won the 
European Cup more times 
than we have done given the 
opportunities that have come 
our way,” he said before 
‘Tuesday's 1-0 loss to Milan 


Fal Ferguson future 


Alex Ferguson: Could this be the end for the 
Manchester. United maestro? 


and 2-0 
aggregate. 

United is almost certain to 
finish in the top three in the 
Premiet League for the 14th 
season in a row, meaning the 
club would qualify for the 
Champions League again. 

But Ferguson's own future 
may be in doubt at age 63, 
especially with more specu- 
lation that Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers owner Malcolm 
Glazer is about to launch his 
latest takeover bid for the 
club. 

There is something wrong 


elimination on 


when the world's richest club 
can't win the biggest prize in 
Europe. United was made to 
look second best by a Milan 
club which has won the title 
six times and is the book- 
makers favourite to capture it 
again. 

"Sometimes, it is easy to 
be over-ctitical," Ferguson 
said after Tuesday's loss in 
Milan. 

"We have played a part in 
two fantastic games of high 
quality and, overall, I don't 
think there is a lot between 


us! 


Maradona has new chance 


Diego Maradona: Football best ever star is starting 
anew lease of lite 


t took a lot of work and 
patience to persuade 
Diego Maradona to 
undergo gastric bypass 
surgery to help him lose 
weight, but the operation 


_ offers the former World 


Cup hero a chance to start 
a new life, his doctor said 
on Tuesday. 

"[-made him see that it 
was very important for his 
health and behaviour to lose 
weight," Angelica Maria 


Quintero said in an interview 
with Caracol radio, 


"The decision (to have 
surgery) was difficult, it 
required a lot of effort." 

Maradona, who became 
unrecognisably obese in 
Tecent years, successfully 


underwent a procedure 
sometimes called a stomach 
staple at a clinic in the 
Colombian seaside resort of 
Cartagena on Saturday, and 
is expected to leave the hos- 


pital in the coming days, 
Doctors say he is in high 
spirits. 

Quintero said she spent a 
month and half preparing for 
the operation with Maradona 
in Cuba, where he was strug- 
gling to overcome tocaine 
addiction, before taking him 
to Colombia “in* early 
February. 

"The process was careful- 
ly carried out to avoid any 
‘risks given his cardiac condi- 
tion and high blood pres- 
sure," she said. 

"Diego Maradona is now 
super well, he's happy, and I 
am pleased to say that he will 
likely be much better than 
before." 

Francisco Holguin, the 
surgeon who operated on 
Maradona, said the surgery 
aims to trim his weight by 50 
kilograms within a year. 

"We hope that Diego 
Maradona won't relapse (into 
drug abuse), the new image 
he will have will serve him 
in a positive way ... his self- 
esteem will grow," Holguin 
told reporters. 

In 2000, FIFA chose 
Maradona and Pele as the 
sport's greatest players. In 
his 20-year career, Maradona 
led Argentina to the World 
Cup title in 1986 and the 
final in 1990. 


FA CUP — Quarter Finals 


Bolton 0 Arsenal 1, Southampton 0 Manchester Utd 
Blackbum 1 Leicester 0, Newcastle 1 Tottenham 


Premier League 
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Bumley 2 Rotherham 1, Coventry 1 Cardiff 1, Crewe 0 
Man. United's Wayne Rooney (left) takes a shot despite the attentions of Soniaranien ’s Andreas Jakobsson and Claus eam ee i peat 6 ie 0, Leeds Utd 4 


| Gillingham 1; Plymouth 5 Brighton 1, Preston NE 2 
SOUTHAMPTON . ee eO Bolton's task was then made doubly difficult Pedersen headed home Emerton's cross on 68 min 
after nine minutes when El Hadji Diouf was shown utes only to see referee Neale Barry award Rovers Woketangton 2: GFR Sea ica 
MANCHESTER UTD «2.624 straight red card for swinging an am at Jens a free-kick. 2 
anchester United shook off their Champions] shmann in an off-the-ball incident that left refer- Rovers cranked up the pressure in the final 
League blues with a four-goal FA Cup quar- ce Sieve Bennett with little choice but to brandish stages and after Lucas Neill scuffed a close-range 
ter-final demolition of Southampton at StMary’s. the red card. chance, the deadlock was broken when Darren 
Sir Alex Ferguson's men recovered from that The Trotters made a real fight of it despite their Kenton toppled Pedersen in the penalty box on 83 
woeful display against AC Milan in the San Siroto  pymerical disadvantage, but they couldn't find a minutes and Dickov smashed the ball straight 
{ear the Saints apust in superb style ‘way past Lohmann in the Arsenal goal, down the middle past lan Walker, 


The holders were never tested once skipper Roy. ‘And st the otherend the: ead hates 
Keane had fired them into an 87-second lead - with siterip Gommers coe 
a shot that deflected off Peter Crouch - and they ac® the margin of vitor bigger easier, witsJose NEWCASTLE UTD . . 


al 

eventually coasted into the ls four Se ECC ama ane TOLLENAM ©: 0 
Cristiano Ronaldo doubled United's lead just jatrick Kluivert's 11th goal of the season booked 
before the break by firing home a volley from 10 Newcastle a place in the FA semi-finals for 
Juris afer great work fom the excellent Wayne BLACKBURN .....-02 2254 ihe founh tmeincight yeas ne injury-ravaged 
Rooney. LEICESTER ......2++5= +O Magpies claimed tense 1-0 win over Tottenham. 
‘Then Paul Scholes (48 and 87) added a second- Pa Dickov's late penalty dumped his former ‘The Dutchman fired past Paul Robinson from an 
half double to leave the sorry Saints to concentrate club Leicester out of the FA Cup and booked Alan Shearer cross with just five minutes gone - 
on their battle to avoid the drop. Blackbur a semi-final spot after a 1-0 victory. but then his side was arcane to eer for dear life 

‘The Premiership side largely dominated the first after losing 
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Leicester 
Cardiff 10 11 15 


half of the contest at Ewood Park, with Morten defender Titus 

ae we tee 0 B 2 Coventry 10 10 17 

ARSENAL 1 Gamst Pedersen smacking the woodwork with a Bramble to a groin Gillingham 108 19 
ein ceethtnk 4 Raber Tree KICKS injury as Spurs Nottm Forest 6 12:16 


lie Ljungberg's early strike fired Arsenal (0 But Craig Levein's Foxes, whose initial game- staged a fightback, 


14) victory over Bolton at the Reebok pian was to frustrate the hosts, grew in confidence Only a brilliant 
ae ; as the game wore on and Joey Gudjonsson sent a double save from 
_ The Gunners made an electric start when Robert jaif-volley just wide before Dion Dublin's bullet Shay Given to 
Pires picked up a loose ball and slipped a pass header from Keith Gillespie's cross after the break deny first Robbie 
through to Ljungberg, who lifted the ball over the drew a fine save from Brad Friedel. Keane and then 
advancing Jussi Jaaskelainen after just three min- fark Hughes threw on substitutes Jon Stead and Jermain Defoe 
iis Brett Emerton in a bid to add some creativity - and denied the visitors 
a‘ 68th-minute 
equaliser, and the |” 
home fans were 


Rotherham 


Bristol City 0 Bamsley 0, Chesterfield 2 Huddersfield 1, 
Doncaster 0 Brentford 0, Hartlepool 0 Tranmere 1, Hull 2 
‘Torquay 0, Luton 3 Swindon 1, Milton Keyes 1 Port Vale 1, 
Peterborough 2 Bradford 2, Sheffield Wed 3 Blackpool 2, 
Stockpor! 1 Colchester 2, Walsall 1 Bournemouth 2, 
Wrexham 1 Oldham 0. 


forced to endure an a ae 
im a 9 68 36 
agonising finish as 6 88 42 
Martin Jol's side W 88 45 
fought to © the x eS ae 
Wes 4 14 60 52 
7 1 41 44 

EPL FIXTURES | |= isthe 
‘Swindon 15 8 14 57 54 


Saturday, March 19th, 2005 
Blackburn Arsenal 
Charlton West Brom 
Chelsea Crystal Palace 
Manchester Utd Fulham 


Manchester City 
Norwich City 


RESLSSERSHTSSNSESS 


Manchester United’s Wayne Rooney (right) goes past Martin Cranle of Southampton. 
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FZ: rust have been sweet revenge for Fabio Capello last week 
as hiis Juventus side managed to overcome Real Madrid at 
the Delle Alpi Stadium in Torin, 

Capello, of course a former Real Madrid coach, must surely 
have had his doubts after secing his side so comprehensively out- 
played at the Bemaben two weeks earlier. 

‘Despite the 1-0 scoreline that day in favour of Real, which 
may have conveyed the impression of a close contest, it really 
‘was a game thatthe Spanish dominated. 

‘Meanwhile AC Milan, thanks to another Hernan Crespo goal, 
overcame Man Utd at the San Siro Stadium in Milan. 
‘Unfortunately for Man Utd it doesn't look like itis going to be 
‘their season, 

‘AC Milan and Javentus are both still on course to achieve the 
double - the Champions League and the Serie A Scudetto. While 
‘AC Milan have certainly been-the better of the two teams in 
recent weeks, Italian Affair still suspects that Juventus will at 
least claim the Scudetto. 


kk KK 
‘uscany is a region that is renowned world wide for many 
things: art, culture, history, cuisine and, of course, wine. 
Yes, itis hard to beat the Chianti! However, in recent years foot- 
ball has become the specialty of the region. 

In the Serie A we have Fiorentina, Livorno and Siena flying 
the flag for the region. In the Serie B there is Arezzo and Empoli 
and in the Serie C1 there is Pistoiese, Lucchese, Pisa and Prato. 
‘Not bad for a region that is not realy that well known for its foot- 
ball. 

‘These nine teams receive a lot of media exposure in the local 
area as well as in Italy in general. 

One of the interesting things is that Tuscany has its own radio 
station that religiously, every Sunday afternoon, follows these 
local teams. Itis simply called Radio 4 and it peaks at an aston- 
ishing 800,000 listeners. 

Let's remember that in Italy radio is traditional medium. The 
nationwide football program "Tutto il calcio" (All the football), 
broadcast on the national RAI radio network, is still as popular 
today as ever. Therefore the popularity of Radio 4's show, simi- 
lar in format to its more famous rival, is even more astonishing. 

‘There are nevertheless some pertinent reasons why. Firstly, let 
us not forget that football is followed fanatically in Italy. 
Secondly, live football matches are still not shown on a Sunday 
afternoon on free to air television, And, thirdly, the local content 
is a major force behind Radio 4's success. 

Their live call and updates are based primarily on these 
‘Toscan teams. 

Fiorentina, Siena and Livomo may not be setting the Serie A. 
alight but compared to only a few years, when all three were in 
the lower divisions, itis a major improvement, 

Empoli, well known to Australian football fans: because of 
their past links with Mark Bresciano and Vince Grella, have been 
regularly in and out of the Serie A for the last eight years or so, 
Tt looks like that they will return to the Serie A next season. 

‘Arezzo may not be a household name and are currently strug- 
ling in the Serie B, but C1 outfits Pisa and Pistoiese all enjoyed 
Serie A stints in the 1980s. So the next time you are in Tuscany, 
a game of football might be on the agenda as well as the usual art 
and culture visits. 
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-and should they keep up current form they will play in the 

Champions League next season. 
Not that the Champions League is anything new to 
Sampdoria. In 1992 they were defeated in the final by a red-hot 
|. Barcelona at Wembley by a lone Ronald Koeman goal from a 
free kick. 

Tt was the golden era of Sampdoria, In 1991 of course they 
‘won the Scudetto, their one and only Serie A league title. They 
won the old Cup Winners, Cup in 1990, the Coppa italia in 1985, 
88, 89 and 94 and then reached that famous final et Wembley in 
1992, 

‘The golden era was thanks in no small way to players such as 
Gianluca Vialli, Roberto Mancini and Attilio Lombardo. Their 


Boskov. 
Today's Sampdoria is no where near glamorous, at least on 
paper, bat under the guidance of the astute Walter Novellino and 
‘without much fuss at all, have really made their tum season in 
the Serie A a: most successful one indeed. 

kk 
Sydney readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights at 
0.00pm for all the latest soccer news from the local and 
overseas competitions. Yours truly, Joseph Carlucci, Stuart 


‘Jones, John Romeo, Robert Scarselletta and 
‘Mark Stavroulakis are part of the tear. 


Lecce's Cristian Daniel Ledesma (left) tries to tackle Fiorentina's Martin Jorgensen. 


CHIEVO .......50422020 


JUVENTUS .......--2+:1 
| ae edged Chievo 1-0 as Uruguayan midfielder 

Ruben Olivera struck three minutes from time before 
being sent off for two yellow cards. 

Juve's win was controversial as Chievo had a per- 
fectly good goal riled out five minutes after half-time. 

Sergio Pelissier broke free and hammesed a right- 
footed shot that hit the underside of the crossber and 
clearly crossed the line before bouncing back into play. 

Referee Gianloca Psparesta consulted his linesman 
who saw things differently and said the ball had 
bounced on the goalline. 

Slow-motion television replays confirmed that: the 
‘whole ball was behind the line by about a yard. 

Having been let off the hook, Juve rubbed salt into 
Chievo's wounds in the 87th minute when Olivera 
pounced from close range after the home defence had 
failed to clear a high ball. 


ATALANTA ....-222000001 


PARMA .... .0 
ate header from Brazilian defender Adriano lifted 
club Atalanta to a precious win over fellow 
strugglers Parma. 
The youngster rose above the Parma defence to nod 
home a comer 11 minutes from time helping Atalanta 
climb up to 21 points, five behind Siena and Brescia. 


BOLOGNA .......++++++4 


jena striker Massimo Maccarone, on loan from 
English club Middlesbrough, camed Siena a point 
with a deflected shot midway through the socond half. 
Clauitio Bellucci had pat Bologna ahead from the 
penalty spot afier Siena keeper Alex Manninger 
brought down Albanian striker loli Tare inside the area. 


BRESCIA ...--2scce ee a 


LIVORNO .....00e neuen ed 
ivorno came fram behind to grab all three points, 
ng third-bottom Brescia deeper into the rele- 

gation zone. 

‘A 16th:minute Andrea Caracciolo penalty gave 
Brescia the lead but Alessandro Doga's close range 
header six minutes after the restart restored parity. 

The Toscans went ahead in the 66th minute when 
Brescia's Luigi Di Biagio was sent off fora handball in 
the box and Igor Protti converted the penalty. 

Five minutes from time, defender Tomas 
Danilevicius made it 3-1, slotting home from close 
range before Caracciolo fired home his own penalty 
miss as time ran out, 


CAGLIARI ... seen ed 


ROMA ... esceseeesO 
| Gea ea ene 

minutes, surprising keeper Daniele Zotti with a 
first-time strike. 

Four minutes before the break Mauro Esposito 
tapped home a Daniele Conti header. Three minutes 
after the break David Suazo broke down the left and 
fired past Zotti to put the match out of Roma's reach. 

Roma, who had midfielder Daniele De Rossi sent 
off, never really threatened. 
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Serbian Mirko Vucinic made it 2-0 three minutes 
later when he showed excellent control to bring down a 
Jong pass from Cristian Ledesma ané then a cool finish 
to beat Fiorentina keeper Cristiano Lupatelli, 

‘Martin Jorgensen pulled one back for the Florence 
side two minutes after the restart and then four minutes 
from the end Christian Maggio took advantage of poor 
Lecce defending to slot home the equaliser. 


LAZIO .....-++= rh | 


INTER MILAN ... eal 
‘nter Milan came back for a 1-1 draw at Lazio, their 
Tih of the season, to move up to third place. 

‘The Rome side went ahead on the stroke of halftime 
when the Filippini twins combined with Emanuele 
crossing for Antonio to power a header past Inter keep- 
er Francesco Toldo. 

‘After 56 minutes Lazio's Giuliano Giannichedda 
was sent off afier a handball led to his second yellow 
card. Inter's equaliser came in the 70th minute when 
Brafilian Ze Maria's cross was met with a firm and 
well-lirected header from Argentine striker Julio 


Ricardo Cruz. 

| Lecce 2 Fiorentina 2, Lazio 1 Inter Milan 1, 
Atalanta 1 Parma 0, Bologna 1 Siena 1, 
Brescia 2 Livorno 3, Cagliari 3 Roma 0, AC 


Milan 1 Sampdoria 0, Palermo 1 Udinese 5, 
Reggina 0 Messina 2, Chievo 0 Juventus 1, 


AC MILAN ....0552-00001 


SAMPDORIA . daead!) 
[Se 
lan all three points against a determined 
Sampdoria. 
"The champions took the lead in the 65th minute 
when Andrea Pirlo's cross found an unmarked Kaka at 
the back post and the midfielder nodded home. 


WDLFA 
Milan suffered a te scitre though whea Jaap Stu] 4 Miitan aD 63047 ne! 
had to clear a Francesco Flachi effort off the line] > yyentus 28:19 6 «346 16 63 
= 3 Inter Milan 28 10 17 1 $0 3347 
4Sampdoria 28 14.5 9 31 21 47 
PALERMO .... o 5 Udinese 28 13.6 9 41 28 45 
UDINESE .....- ee 6Palermo = 28 11:10 7-31-2643 
avid Di Michele scored a hat-trick as Udinese 7 Roma 28 108 10 46 4338 
‘came away with an impressive win against fellow | 8 Bologna 28.9 109 28 2637 
‘Champions League qualification hopefuls Palermo. 9Cagliai 28 107 WN 41 4537 
DiMichele took advantage of poor defending tovol- | 10Lecce 28 9 9 10 48 49 36 
Jey home the opener on 29th minutes and seven min- | 11 Messina 28 9 & Ii 32 40 35 
utes later rounded keeper Marco Guardalben before 12Reggina 28 9 8 11 28 3335 
depositing into an empty net. 13Livomo 289 8 Il 31 3735 
Shortly after Sulley Muntari slotted home a | 14 Lazio 28.9 7 12 35 38 34 
tie ae aa eee 15Fiorentina 28 7 10 11 29 37 31 
30 7 mt 16Pama 287 8 13 30 45.29 
_ Nine minutes after the restart Di Michele completed} 17Chieyo 28 7 7 14 21 39 28 
his hat-trick. Argentine Mario Santana pulled a goal | 1g Brescia 28 7 S 16 23 37 26 
backfor the Sicilians before Iaquinta grabbed Udinese’s 19 Siena 28 4 14 10 27 42 26 
es a 20 Atalanta 28 4 9 15 24 3721 
REGGINA... 
MESSINA . 
‘Diagostino lifted rivals Messina to a surprise victo- 


Pescara 2 Perugia 1, Modena 2 Catanzaro 
0, Piacenza 0 Salernitana 4, Venezia 2 
Vicenza 0, Genoa 3 Arezzo 1, Cesena 1 
Torino 0, Crotone 1 Empoli 1, Bari 0 Ascoli 
1, Ternana ys Catania ~ Tuesday AEDT. 


sy over Reggina in this all-southem clash, 

(Cristante put Messina in the lead by heading home 
‘an Arturo Parisi cross after 13 minutes. Reggina were 
caught off guard five minutes before the break when 
Diagostino volleyed home @ poor clearance. 


PWODL F APs 
LECCE ....0cceeeeee eZ | Genoa 0 15 14. 53 32°56 
FIORENTINA ...... 2, Empoli 30 13 125 43 25 51 
Zoffs Fiorentina fell behindinthe28te-minute | 3. Perugia 30 13.9 & 36 25 48 

Ji thondering free ick from former Chelsea | 4 Treviso 29 14 6-9 F730 48 
midfielder Samuel Daa Bona which atledinofftie | 5 Torino 3014.6 10.32.25 48 
inside of the post. 6.Verona 29:13. 7-9 50 36 46 
T.Ascoli 30:12. 9-9 42 40 45 

8.Piacenza 30 13 4 13 33 34 43 

9. Albinoleffe 29 11 8 10 40 34 41 

10.Cesena 30 11 8 Il 35 41 41 

M.Temana = 297 10 10 9-36-37 40 

12.Catania «29 9-12: 8 31 34 39 

13. Vicenza 30 11 6 13 46 50 39 

14.Pescora «= «30:9 «12:9 32 38 39 

15.Modena 30 11 8 11 30 29 37 

16.Salemitana 309 9 12 36 40 36 

17.Triestinn © 29 10 6 13 33 40 36 

18, Bari 30 12 10 27 2935 

19.Arezo 3 6 14 10 39 41 32 

20.Crotone 30 7-«:10 13 30 35 31 

W.Venezi2 30 5 10 1S 24 41 25 


22.Catanzaro 30 5 7 18 25 -5422 


Modena handed four point deduction. Bari 
docked a point for fan violence. 


ee A<EO0 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


First Knockout Stage 


2nd Leg 
Juventus 1 Real Madrid 0 (2-1agg) 
Inter Milan Porto 
Chelsea 4 Barcelona 2 (5-4age) 
Lyon 7 Weder Bremen 2 (10-2age) 
Bayer Leverkusen 1 Liverpool 3 (6-2age) 
Monico 0 PSV Bindhoven 2 (0-3 agg) 
AC Milan 1 Manchester Utd 0 (2-0age) 
Arsenal 1 Bayern Munich 0 (2-3agg) 


Quarter-finals 
First leg - April 5-6 
Second leg - April 12-13 


Semi-finals 
Fist leg - April 26.27 
Second leg - May 3-4 


Final: 
May 25, Istanbul 


#18th March - draw will be 
conducted for Quarter Finals 


UEFA CUP 


SECOND KNOCKOUT STAGE 


Second Knockout Stage 
First leg - March 10 
Second leg - March 16-17 


‘Middlesbrough 2 vs Sporting Lisbon 3 
Sevilla 0 vs Parma 0 
Steaua Bucharest vs Villarreal D/N/P 
Lille 0 ys Auxerre 1 
Olympiakos 1 ys Newcastle United 3 
Shakhtar Donetsk 1 vs Alkmaar 3 
Partizan Belgrade 1 vs CSKA Moscow 1 
Austria Vienna 1 vs Zaragoza 1 


Quarter-finals 
First leg - April 7 
Second leg - April 14 


Semi-finals 
First leg - April 28 
Second leg = May 5 


Final 
May 18, Lisbon 


Alan Shearer was Newcastle’s best 
against Greek side Olympiakos in 
their UEFA Cup clash last week 


> 
UEFA CUP. 


Mouscron 0 Standard Liege 3, Charleroi 0 
Sint-Truiden 0, Brussels 2 Mons-Bergen 1, 
ta Louviere 1 Westerlo 2, Lokeren 0 
G.Beerschot 1, Oostende 1 Gent 2, Cercle 
Bruges 1 Anderlecht 3, Lierse 1 Beveren 3, 
Genk 2 Club Brugge 


P WODL F A Pts 
‘Club Brugge25 203 2 66 18 63 
2andertecht 24 16 4 4 51 2352 
3Genk 25 146 S 38 2748 
AStandard «24 145 5 M1 2147 
SAAGent 25 144 7 37 2546 
Scharleroi 25 127 6 30 2543 
™Westerlo 25 114 10 27 3637 
Bla Louvitre 23 10 6 7 32 2136 
Slokeren 25 8 9 8 2 2835 
‘10Beveren 25 6 11 36 41 30 
‘“1Uerse 25 8 5 12 40 4829 
12Cerde §=6 25 BOG 13:36 61 28 
‘3iBeerschot 25 7 5S 13 25 3026 
‘44Mouscron 25 6 6 13 32 3724 
45StTruiden 25 6 6 13 28 4124 
‘1sBrussels 25 6 2 17 23 48 20 
170ostende 25 4 7 14 24 48 19 
48Mons «25 5 «3 17 30 45 18 
COPA ITALIA - QUARTER FINALS 
Wednesday March 16 
Fiorentina vs Roma (First leg: 0-1) 
Udinese vs AC Milan (First leg: 2-3) 
‘Thursday March 17 


Sampdoria vs Cagliari (First leg: 0-2) 


DUTCH EREDIWISIE 
Twente 3 RBC Rosendaal 0, Willem Il 2 Den 
Bosch 1, Heerenveen 4 RKC Waalwijk 2, NAC 
Breda 1 Vitesse Amhem 2, PSV Eindhoven 4 
‘ADO Den Haag 0, AZ Alkmaar 3 Graafschap 
Doetinchem 2, Feyenoord 4 Roda JC 1, NEC 
‘Nijmegen 0 Ajax Amsterdam 4, Utrecht 1 


Groningen 2. 

P WOL F A Pts 
APSV 24194 4 65 1361 
2Nkmaar 24 «17 6 1 56 1857 
3Alax 24 165 3 51 2155 
aFeyenoord 24 145 5 66 2847 
Svitesse = 25 «13 4 8 M3 33:43 
6Twente 25 115 9 33 2838 
7utrecht 25 106 9 29 2836 
BHeerenveen 24 105 9 39 4235 
QWaatwik 25 9 7 9 32 3434 
10Groningen 24 9 5 10 34 3932 
‘Roda 25 BG 11 42 43:30 
‘42NAC 2 8 6 11 33 4930 
43Willem il 25 8 4 13 28 48 28 
‘1aDen Haag 24 7 § 12 29 3926 
ASNEC 25 5 B 12 25 3523 
‘6Graafschap25 4 6 15 27 57 18 
‘7Roosendaal25 5 2 18 24 5817 
18Den Bosch 24 2 3 19 13 569 

ENGLAND FOOTBALL LGE 2 


Boston Utd 1 Grimsby 1, Bury 1 Bristol 1, 
Darlington 2 Yeovil 1, Leyton Orient 1 
Cambridge Utd 1, Mansfield 1 Oxford 3, 
Notts County 1 Kidderminster 3, Rushden & 
Diamonds 3 Northampton 2, Scunthorpe 4 
Cheltenham 4, Shrewsbury 0 Macclesfield 1, 
Southend 1 Lincoln City 1, Swansea 2 
Rochdale 2, Wycombe 4 Chester 2. 


L 


z 


Yeovil 7 2 


D 

6 5469 
Scunthorpe 37 19 9 9 

6 

4 

uf 


38 66 
36 63 
40 62 
37 64 
39 57 
156 
42 56 
43 56 
M54 
42 50 
38 50 
3150 
38 48 


Macclesfield 36 19 
Southend 37 17 
‘Swansea 37 18 
Darlington 37 16 9 12 
Lincoln City 37 15 11 14 
Wycombe 37 15 11 14 
Northampton37 15 11 14 
Rochdale 37 14 12 11 
Grimsby 37 13 11:13 
Cheltenham 37 13 11 13 
Leyton Orient37 12 14 11 50 
Mansfield 37 12 12 13 39 
Boston Utd 36 11 14 11 45 
Oxford Utd 36 13 8 15 39 
Bristol Rovers37 9 18 10 43 


SaRSSAaSSSBS™ 


47 a7 
4145 
46 43 
45 at 
46 44 
38 38 
50 36 
66 32 


Chester 37 
Rushden 37 


a2 a7 


Cambridge 575 13:19 33 «51 28 
FRENCH LIGUE 1 

Lyon 2 Istres 1, Sochaux 1 Bastia 0, Nantes 

2 Caen 0, Marseille 2 Lens 1, Ajaccio 1 Paris 

‘St Germain 0, Metz 1 Rennes 1, Bordeaux 2 

Saint-Etienne 0, Nice 0 Strasbourg 0, Lille 4 

Toulouse 1, Auxerre 2 Monaco 2. - 


PoWOD 
‘Lyon 29 16 
2Marseille 29 15 


41 17:59 
37 27 54 


L 

12 

6 8 
3Lille 2 12125 33 2448 
Monaco «28 «11 13 4 «38 25 46 
SAuxerre 28 «12 7 9 39 32 43 
GToulouse 28 119 8 29 27 42 
7Rennes 29° 11:7 «11 34 32 40 
BBordeaux 29 8 15 6 31 25 39 
Sochaux 28 10 8 10 31 27 38 
‘10Lens 299 119 34 2838 
11St Etienne 28 8 137 34 27 37 
412PSG 2 8 129 28 3236 
A3Nantes «29 8 9 12 24 28 33 
14Nice 29 7 12 10 32 40 33 
15Metz 2 7 129 28 33 33 
‘16Strasbourg28 7 10 11 31 3434 
47Caen 29 6 11 12 25 48 29 
‘BAjaccio «28 «55 13 10 21 29 28 
‘19Bastia 29 6 8 15 21 3526 
20istres 293 13 13 17 32 22 

HELLENIC NATIONAL LEAGUE 


Kalamaria 3 Panionlos 3, Panathinaikos 0 
Iraklis 0, Aris 3 OFI Crete 2, Halkidona 2 
Xanthi 4, Egaleo 1 Kerkyra 0, Ergotelis 0 
PAOK 1, Kallithea 0 lonikos 0, Olympiakos 4 
AEK Athens 1. 


P WOOL F A Pts 
‘Olymplacos 22 13 7 2 39 13 46 
‘2PAO 22 144 4 36 1246 
‘BAEK 22:129 1 32 1745 
Axanthi 22116 5S 35 2339 
SPAOK 22105 7 31 2735 
6Halkidona 22 8 7 7 22 2231 
TEgateo 226 15 19 1829 
Biraklis 2s 59 022 
9Panionios 22 6 8 8 17 21 26 
‘A0kallithea 22 5 9 8 30 33 24 
A10Ft 22:6 6 10 29 3324 
412Aris 22:4 108 20 2722 
‘Blonikos 22 4 9 9 14 2721 
‘(4Kalamarias 22 4 8 10 21 37 20 
‘5Ergotelis 22 5 4 13 17 3619 
16KerKira «= 22:3 «6 «13 «15 3015 

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Arminia Bielefeld 3 Hamburg 4, Bayer 
Leverkusen 3 Hertha Berlin 3, Frelburg 2 
‘Nuremberg 3, Hansa Rostock 3 Bochum 4, 
Kaiserslautern 1 Moenchengladbach 0, 
Werder Bremen 0 Mainz 0, Wolfsburg 1 
Hanover 0, Borussia Dortmund 0 Stuttgart 
2, Schalke 1 Bayern Munich 0. 


P WODt F A Pts 
‘Schalke 2 172 6 40 2753 
2Bayem 25°15 5 5 46 2450 
3stuttgart «25 13 6 6 45 3045 
48remen 25°13:5 7 53 27 44 
SHamburg «25 14 4 10 45 39 43 
6Hertha 25°10 144 43 24M 
Tleverkusen 25 11 7 7 45 3440 
BWolfsburg 25 12 1 12 40 36 37 
9Kaisers 25 106 9 35 3236 
‘MOHannover 25 9 § 11 27 29 32 
‘Arminia 25 9 5 11 30 3432 
‘12Dortmund 25 8 8 9 29 34 32 
‘A3NOmberg 25 7 7 11 43 47 28 
14MG/adbach25 7 7 11 27 39 28 
15Maing = 25 7 6 12 32 4077 
‘6Hansa 2 4 8 13 22 4820 
’7Bochum 25 4 7 14 30 53 19 
‘18Freiburg 25 3 7 15 20 5316 

PORTUGUESE SUPERLICA 


Porto 0 Nacional Madeira 4, Braga 1 
Maritimo 1, Benfica 2 Gil Vicente 0, 
‘Academica 0 Rio Ave 0, Moreirense 0 Uniao 
Leiria 0, Beira-Mar 2 Estoril-Praia 1, Sporting 
0 Penafiel 2, Boavista vs Belenenses - 
Tuesday AEDT. 


PWODL FA Pts 
‘Benfica 25 146 5 39 23.48 
orto = 25 12: 9-4 30 2045 
BBraga 25 12 8 5 36 19:44 
sporting 25 12 6 7 50 3042 
SBoavista 24 11.8 5 32 3041 
6Guimareees 25 10 7 B 28 28 37 
TRoAve 25 B 134 30 2937 
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Parma's captain Giuseppe Cardone (right) duels for the ball with 


Sevilla's Antonito Ramiro 
8Martimo 25 8 125 27 2236 15Getafe 27 8 8 11 27 3432 
QNacional 25 10 4 11 33 32 34 ‘16Racing §=28 8 7 13 29 4031 
1oleiria = 25 7 126 25 2333 170sasuna 28 8 7 13 35 5131 
‘(1Belenenses24 9 5 10 35 28 32 1gMaliorca 28 6 6 16 28 48 24 
12Setbal 2% 8 8 9 35 35 32 ‘19Albacete 28 5 9 14 25 40 24 
‘BPenafiel 25 8 3 14 26 4127 20Numancia 28 4 8 16 19 44 20 
‘44Morelrense25 5 10 10 21 33 25 
45Gil Vicente 25 6 5 14 24 33 23 TURKISH SUPER LIGA 
‘Eston! §=— 25« 6 «5S «14 30 4323 Trabzonspor 4 Sakaryaspor 3, Ankaragucu 
‘7Beira-Mar 25 5 8 12 25 46 23 1 Denizlispor 1, Konyaspor 2 Malatyaspor 
‘1BAcadEmice 25 5 7 13 20 3422 0, Istanbulspor 0 Galatasaray 3, Rizespor 2 
‘Sebatspor 1, Diyarbakirspor 3 
SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE Gaziantepspor 0, Samsunspor 3 Kayserispor 


Aberdeen 3 Hibernian 0, Celtic 6 
Dunfermline 0, Hearts 0 Inverness CT 2, 
Kilmarnock 3 Dundee Utd 0, Livingston 1 
Motherwell 1, Dundee 0 Rangers 2. 


P WOL F A Pt 
Rangers 30 236 1 63 1475 
Celtic 28°25 2 3 65 2271 
Aberdeen 29 146 9 33 2628 
Hibemian 29 14 5 10 47 4247 
Hearts 29119 9 32 2842 
Motherwell 29 41 6 12 35 35 39 
Kimamock 30 11 2 17 38 5035 
Invemess CT 28 8 9 11 34 37 33 
Dunfermline 29 6 8 15 25 46 26 
Dundee 29 6 6 17 28 5624 
LUvingston 29 6 5 18 24 49 23 
Dundee Utd 29 4 10 15 29 48 22 

CROATIAN LEAGUE 


Dinamo Zagreb 2 Kamen 1, Inter 0 Pula 
1856 0, Zadar 1 Slaven Belupo 5, Varteks 1 
NK Zagreb 0, Osijek 0 Medimurje 0, Rijeka 2 
Hajduk Split 0. 


P WOL F A Pts 
‘Partizan 15 132 0 398 41 
‘Hajduk 21°12:3 6 37 2339 
2rijeka 2 108 5 36 2138 
inter 21°10 5 6 25 2035 
AVarteks 21111 9 39 2834 
Slaven 21104 7 26 2434 
6Dinamo 86021 9 6 6 37 27:33 
Tzagreb, 209 3 9 2 23350 
80sijek 217 9 5 28 2930 
‘9Ingrad 21.9 2 10 27 2729 
10Pula 215 8 B 19 2523 
‘A1Zadar 215) 4 45 25 5546 
12Medimurje 21 2 4 45 16 4210 

‘SPANISH PRIMERA LICA 


Barcelona 2 Athletic Bilbao 0, Malaga 1 Real 
Betis 2, Albacete 0 Deportivo Coruna 1, 
Getafe 2 Real Madrid 1, Levante 4 Osasuna 
0, Santander 3 Real Mallorca 0, Real 
Sociedad 2 Numancia 1, Sevilla 0 Real 
Zaragoza ‘1, Villarreal 4 Espanyol 1, Atietico 
Madrid 1 Valencia 0. 


PWODL EFA Pt 
‘Barcelona 28 205 3 53 1865 
‘2Real Madrid 28 17 3 8 48 2554 
Bvillarreal «28 13 8 7 48 2647 
4Espanyol 28 13 6 9 35 33 45 
S5Betis 28°12: 9 7 45 3645 
6sevilla 28 127 9 32 3343 
Walencia §=28 «14 107 41 29 43 
BAtético 28 126 10 32 25 42 
Deportivo 28 10-126 38 35 42 
‘10Athletic «27 10 8 9 42 3638 
AtZaragoza 28 115 12 33 4038 
‘42Sociedad 28 10 5 13 36 4035 
‘13Malaga- «28 «10 4 (14 (27 3634 
‘(alevante 28 9 7 12 33 4034 


3, Ankaraspor 2 Besiktas 4, Fenerbahce 3 
Gendlerbirligi 2. 


PWODL EA Pts 
‘Fenerbahce 24 20 2 2 63 1162 
2Galatasaray 24 18 3 3 46 1457 
Sirabzonspor24 17 4 3 50 2055 
ABesiktas 24 13 6 5 50 29 45 
sRizespor 24 107 7 29 2237 
GDenizlispor 24 10 6 8 32 2936 
Tkonyaspor 24 8 106 47 45 34 
8Malatyaspor 24.9 4 11 29 35 31 
SGaziantepspor24 9 4 11 34 3931 
‘10Ankaraspor24 8 6 10 33 35 30 
‘A1Diyarbaspor24 8 5 11 25 36 29 
‘1asamsunspor24 8 5 11 32 43 29 
13Genclerbirligi2a 8 5 141 30 3229 
aAnkaragici24 7 7 10 22 3528 
‘5Sakaryaspor24 5 4 15 30 53 19 
‘6kayserispor24 5 4 15 33 58 19 
Aristanbulspor24 3 9 12 21 39 18 
‘’sSebatspor 24 1 7 16 26 57 10 

SERBIA & MONTENEGRO 


Borac 0 OFK Belgrade 2, Buducnost 4 
Hajduk 0, Red Star 3 Vojvodina 0, Zelenik 4 
Zemun 0, Kula 0 Partizan 1, Radnicki- 3° 
Cukaricki 0, Sartid 4 Sutjeska 1. 


Pwo 
‘Acrvena 7 142 
Partizan «16 14 2 
Seta 16 412 
A0FK 1229- § 
SBuducnost 18 3 
6zemun ie 8 
7kula ATS: 
Ssutjeska «616 «5 5 
gsmederevo 17 4 7 
‘10Vojvodina 17 5 4 
A1Novi 165 4 
12Cukaricki 17 4 4 
430bilic 164 4 
‘4Borac 74 4 
‘1526eleznik 17 3 4 
‘AgHajduk = 17 1 «6 


Valenica last week 


Ste wart 
Petrie 


Dunfermline Athletic Academy (Scotland), 
Geyland; United (Singapore) 


